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Sister Hilary Ross, B.S. 


Then and Now 


The kitchen pantry converted into the blood chemistry section, served Sister 


Hilary’s first laboratory 1929. 


the right, Sister Hilary shown working the biochemistry department 


Carville’s modern research laboratory. 


period service began Car- 
ville 1922, having been appointed 
pharmacist the then patients who 
were hospitalized the old buildings 
that had been erected 1906. The 
pharmacy occupied small section 
that was being used for oper- 
ating room and doctor’s office. The 
only equipment available was scale 
for weighing drugs. The large amount 
ointments used required elbow grease 
compound. 

With the increase population 
building program was completed 
1924, when housing facilities for ap- 
proximately 425 patients became avail- 
able. The pharmacy was then moved 
into one the vacant cottages and 
several pieces equipment 
stalled, which included pound 
electric mixer for making ointments, 
double boiler for making disinfectants, 
and several percolating jars for extract- 
ing active principles from 
table drugs. 

Chaulmoogra oil was the standard 
treaument here well elsewhere 
throughout the world. The 
given orally and was extremely nause- 
ating take. interest was stimu- 
lated efforts make the oil more 
palatable easier administer. The 
making emulsions was using 
coco and/or highly flavored 
disguise the taste. After making 
preparations the idea was abandoned 
since was determined take dose 
each preparation test its palata- 
bility. just didn’t work. The next 
step was fill gelatin capsules with 
the oil and then formalize the capsules 
they would resist the gastric juices 
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and dissolve the intestine. This pre- 
paration was used for number years 
with certain amount satisfaction, 
though some instances the oil was 
being regurgitated back into the stom- 
ach. the Philippines the ethyl esters 
chaulmoogra oil were being used for 
intramuscular injection. Due 
shipping expense the States, under- 
took the manufacture the esters for 
our own use. These two prepa- 
rations were being used 1942 
when the sulfone group drugs became 
the standard treatment. 

the building program 1924 the 
patients’ kitchen was converted into 
laboratory. Home furniture 
was installed which consisted desks 
for the pathologist and the Medical 
Officer Charge (both whom were 
interested the bacteriological prob- 
lems leprosy,) wooden tables for 
general laboratory work and section 
the laboratory divided the center 
for patient training purposes. 

1927 the laboratory was need 
medical technician and was ap- 
pointed for this post. qualify for 
this took months general laboratory 
course from one the hospitals the 
Baton Rouge area. 1929 plans for 
extended research work had created 
new opening the laboratory and 
was thought that was suited 
fill this position because pharma- 
ceutical background. The needed ad- 
technical courses were obtained 
from school laboratory technic 
St. Louis. 

Betty Martin Miracle Car- 
was given the opportunity 
learn the work had been performing 


that could concentrate blood 
chemistry and immunological problems. 

Since laboratory space was limited, 
the former kitchen pantry became the 
blood chemistry department. Though 
small, great deal activity went 
much was accomplished. Among 
the first projects was investigation 
the and phosphorus metabo- 
lism and their relation bone changes, 
since there was great deal absorp- 
tion the small bones the hands and 
the feet our patients. This was the 
first blood chemistry and immu- 
nologic projects reported the 
medical literature. There were many 
inconveniences such having ma- 
neuver the sheep into the laboratory 
and tie him post order bleed 
him for serological work. This was 
weekly task. 

Rats and guinea pigs used for investi- 
gative purposes were housed single 
small concrete building approximately 
three blocks distance from the labora- 
tory. This building was used 1938 
which time, due Halloween 
prank, all the animals were released 
from their cages and very few were re- 
covered. This necessitated safer place 
for the animals and room addition 
was built over the present laboratory. 

Photography was initiated about 
1929. These photographs were taken 
the back porch the old kitchen 
using flash powder the source light. 
The processing was done the morgue 
which was once used store vegetables. 

1935 modern concrete and tile 
infirmary replaced the old wooden in- 
firmary cottages. addition accom- 
modating ill patients, the infirmary 
was equipped with modern laboratory, 
pharmacy, x-ray department, and other 
medical facilities. The chemistry de- 
was fairly well equipped and 
certainly far cry from the kitchen 
pantry. was pleasure also work 
the complete photographic unit with 
modern date equipment. 

Gazing back over years, achieve- 
ments have been spectacular. 
boratory has grown from improvised 
building with make shift furniture and 
little equipment work with, one 
“growth, with high objectives and 
greater emphasis research.” 

Basic research has continued over the 
years the fields biochemistry and 
immunology. brief synopsis com- 
pleted blood chemistry projects include 
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studies serum proteins leprosy. 
This study concerned itself with basic 
science approach the 
ations seen leprosy. the early 
stages the disease there slight 
increase the globulin fraction. the 
more advanced stages the protein 
patterns are quite altered. Certain 
complications such amyloidosis (an 
accumulation starchy substance 
the kidneys and other internal organs) 
show marked changes the serum 
patterns. 

number serologic surveys have 
been made. With the introduction 
newer technics the rate biologic-false 
reactions have greatly decreased. 
make this clear the reader, there 
substance existing the serum 
active lepromatous patients that gives 
the same type reaction that patient 
gets when has syphilis, though the 
majority our patients false re- 
action and being treated for such would 
not benefit the patient. 

With the introduction more practi- 
cal laboratory technics study the 
electrolytes balance was made order 
obtain basic information that would 
treating the patient. The 
ume and composition the body fluids 
such calcium, phosphorus, the various 
salts such chlorides, sodium and 
potassium are maintained health and 
disease number mechanisms. 
Just how these chemicals function 
leprosy? was noted that there was 
imbalance some the chemicals 
active cases leprosy and patients 
with complications such amyloidosis. 

Various liver function tests have been 
studied that have had value treating 
the patient for complications. 

leprosy most infections, hu- 
moral antibodies develop result 
the infection, and these antibodies can 
demonstrated means aggluti- 
nation, precipitation and various other 
technics. The demonstration the 
existence and significance circulating 
antibodies leprosy would further our 
understanding the disease process. 
There great need for simple, rapid 
end relatively specific serologic test 
the diagnosis leprosy. Particularly 
this true the type patient 
whom clinical, diag- 
nosis difficult. new field investi- 
gation opened determine the anti- 
body response humans infected with 
leprosy. 

Emphasis now being placed 
studying the characteristics Myco- 
bacterium leprae (Hansen 
tissue culture methods cultivation and 
animal experimentation. 

The entire laboratory has been re- 
modeled (1960), stainless steel 
oratory furniture has been installed 
throughout and much new scientific 


equipment has been added. 

Impending 
stimulated volunteer for work 
Japan. saw challenge the antici- 
pated establishment Rehabilitation 
Center for Crippled Children 
bed hospital fully equipped with surgery, 
laboratory, pharmacy, x-ray, occu- 
bility organize and set the lab- 
oratory, pharmacy and x-ray depart- 
ments. leaving Carville leave be- 
hind host friends who have been 
loyal over the years. These 
have been most happy years. The pa- 
have been most generous and co- 
operative research projects and 
them that owe whatever have 
accomplished during years service. 
shall miss Carville but will ever 
the ocean will divide and 
more you see, remember your dear 
friend Sister Hilary will always 
thinking you. 


THE STAR SALUTES GRAND 
OLD TROUPER, Sister Hilary Ross, 
who the age leaving the fa- 
miliar surroundings Carville after 
Rehabilitation Center for Crippled 
Children which her Order, the Sisters 
Charity, Daughters St. Vincent 
Paul, plans open Wakayama. 

After her long and 
here, Sister Hilary entitled rest. 
are certain that her Order would 
grant her token duty which would al- 
low her while away her time she 
wishes. But, the indomitable spirit that 
Sister Hilary has evidenced her ef- 
forts here leads her new undertak- 
ings time life when most would 
pleasant shade their past accomplish- 
ments. The key this remarkable wo- 
man’s spirit and drive revealed 
the paragraph her story above 
when she says simply: 

“Impending mandatory retirement 
stimulated volunteer for work 
Japan. saw challenge the antici- 
pated establishment Rehabilitation 
Center for Crippled Children.” 

How typical. She saw challenge and 
off she goes with all the enthusiasm 
youth! 

the preceding article, Sister Hilary 
has told much about her work here. 
But she failed mention things, 
suppose, because modesty. 

She failed mention, for example, 
that 1958 she received the Damien- 
Dutton Award “for 
tific contribution well lifetime 
personal service and devotion be- 
half victims Hansen’s 
That same year she received the St. 


John’s University (Brooklyn) 
dent’s Medal for “loyal and devoted 

Sister Hilary did key laboratory work 
during the clinical trials the sulfone 
drugs which have 
treatment this disease. She capably 
performed the blood, urinary and tissue 
analyses during the trials the sul- 
fones and performed the tests necessary 
establish average dosage. 

Through her efforts, two young men 
recruited from the neighborhood more 
than years ago, are now capable 
medical technicians the Carville la- 
boratory. Percy Cambre and Odom 
Amedee are those two men. Sister Hil- 
ary—who seems have the gift teach- 
ing—also taught Sister 
and Sister Teresa Kelly, both whom 
are now graduate pharmacists. 

this same vein, Sister Hilary was 
always willing take time advise 
THE STAR’s editor when some techni- 
cal matter 

Sister Hilary internationally 
known figure leprosy work. She has 
written collaborated with others 
the writing some papers 
variety subjects within her field 
science, 

Such are the accomplishments Sister 
Hilary failed mention. 

Nor did did she mention that when 
the need for medical photographer 
arose, she leaped the occasion and 
learned photography and did the neces- 
sary work until comparatively recently 
when medical photographer was added 
the lab staff. Sister Hilary has been 
sort informal historian the hos- 
pital and through the years has accumu- 
lated respectable file which she has 
donated the hospital library. 

her years here, Sister Hilary has 
seen many changes. recent conver- 
sation she recalled Chinese New 
party which all the patients appeared 
Chinese costumes. those days, she 
recalled, the patients had make 
full life possible within the confines 
the hospital. This not necessary 
today when improved treatment makes 
discharge possible and vacations permit 
patients home. 

Sister Hilary’s years here represent 
the longest tenure any key staff mem- 
ber. She will leave here August for 
the Motherhouse her Order Mari- 
llac Seminary, Normandy, Mo. 

Hansen’s disease research will miss 
her keen mind. 

The patients here will miss her kind- 
ness and refreshing, off-beat manner. 
She described the ceremonies which 
she received the Damien-Dutton Award 
She will not think 
impertinent apply that same ex- 
pression her. 


think Sister Hilary super-doop- 
er! 
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Report the Symposium Leprosy Research 


The International Academy Path- 
ology held its Conference London, 
June 20th 24th. With the courteous 
cooperation and consent the Interna- 
tional Academy Dr. Rees, Secre- 
tary the Acidfast Club London, 
organized symposium leprosy re- 
search for 20th June, which was held 
the Royal College Surgeons build- 
ing Lincolns Inn Fields, occupied the 
whole the day, and was very well 
attended. Dr. Chapman Binford 
Washington Chairman the 
morning session and Dr. D’Arcy Hart 
London Chairman the afternoon 
session, and the evening members 
the Acidfast Club and the visitors had 
enjoyable dinner together 
London hotel. The whole day made 
one huge success, and the alertness 
the Acidfast Club seize this oppor- 
tunity, and the and efficiency 
with which they carried through, 
earns the admiration and gratitude 
all who had the pleasure taking part 
this symposium. 

Visitors from abroad included many 
loved and revered friends, namely, Dr. 
Binford, Dr. J.A. Doull, Dr. 
Chaussinand Paris, Dr. Gay Prieto 
(formerly Dutch New Guinea), Dr. 
Moller-Christensen Denmark, Dr. 
Chatterjee Calcutta (now 
working research project Lon- 
don), Prof. Niels Dungal Iceland. 
Dr. Wade the Philippines was 
have come, but was unable the 
last moment, and sent paper. 

There were four excellent and even 
thrilling demonstrations view 
separate room, and these were: 

Suggested Pattern the Evolu- 
tion Leprosy Dr. R.G. Cochrane, 
London. 

The Inoculation leprae in- 
the Golden Hamster Dr. C.H. 
Binford Washington 

Histology the Peripheral Nerves 
Leprosy Drs. D.G. Jamison 
Elisabeth Palmer Oxtord 

The Histoid Leproma Dr. 
Wade Culion, Philippines. 

These demonstrations were outstand- 
ing. Seldom could small group 
four have been brought together which 
had such interest and stimulation. The 
interest lay the careful work done, 
the stimulation the feeling that truth 
was being dragged from the deep 
well which resides. Cochrane’s sug- 
gested pattern the evolution the 
disease would excite controversy. and 
argument from many workers, but who 
afraid argument? that way also 
lies one the means dragging truth 
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London, June 20, 1960 


out its deep well. Binford’s dem- 
onstration the granulomatous lesions 
produced the golden hamsters the 
inoculation leprae was 
its technical excellence, and all who 
saw got the clearest idea the sig- 
nificance his years careful work 
the transmission the germ the 
human disease animals, and its 
hopefulness the future. The demon- 
stration Drs. Jamison and Palmer 
the histology the peripheral nerves 
leprosy was likewise informative and 
stimulating. For instance, the silver- 
impregnated sections the intimate asso- 
ciation the germ the disease with 
the fine cutaneous nerves, and the re- 
action the nerves, should food for 
much thought. The demonstration 
H.W. Wade the histoid leproma al- 
was most helpful the understand- 
ing the new concept this type 
leproma. 

Papers delivered the sessions are 
now listed, with explanatory remarks: 


Chaussinand Paris: Some 
Theoretical and Practical Ideas Arising 
from Our Years Research into 
Leprosy. 

recounted some the results his 
years study into the causal organism 
the disease, and results such its nega- 
tive behaviour when stained with Sudan 
Black, its refractoriness culture, how 
could grafted into the guinea pig and 
the monkey, but this local infection died 
out, its successful inoculation into fish, 
the rainbow perch, his work standardis- 
ing material for the lepromin test, his work 
BCG and cross-immunity between 
tuberculosis and leprosy. 


H.W. Wade Culion: The His- 
toid Leproma. This concept has histolo- 
gical backing and means form lepro- 
with fibromatoid tendency, and ab- 
sence the globus formation typical 
bacilli lepromatous leprosy, and tenden- 
and produce well-defined nodular masses 
under the skin, which may ulcerate 
and cause deformities. This histoid condi- 
tion worthy study, and especially cor- 
relation with the clinical picture. 


mark: Osseous Changes Mediaeval 

This was interesting report the 
study complete skeletons and 111 sep- 
arate skulls dating from 1250-1550 A.D. 
Denmark. Deformity and ero- 
sion the anterior nasal spine was very 
common, also central atrophy the alveo- 
lar process the maxilla, and their asso- 
ciation with other accepted bony deformi- 
ties leprosy makes certain that these 
are leprosy deformities too, and fact 
confirmation comes from study modern 
leprosy. 


D.G. Jamison and Elisabeth Pal- 
mer Oxford: Histological Changes 
Leprosy and their Modification 


Treatment, 

Their study was carried out material 
from patients Katsina, North Nigeria. 
They reported their findings the pre- 
treatment stage the main types the 
disease, and then the very definite modifi- 
cations and improvement 
brought about DDS therapy. They also 
showed methods 
that the fine cutaneous nerves 
mately invaded the bacilli, and after 
months DDS therapy though the bacilli 
had disappeared from the skin bacilli were 
still found the Schwann cells the 
peripheral nerves. They also reported their 
histological findings after use the new 
research drug Etisul, which given 
inunction. They tried daily inunction for 
weeks some their patients and found 
complete disappearance dramatic re- 
duction the number bacilli, though 
again their silver-impregnated sections 
the skin showed few bacilli close re- 
lationship the cutaneous nerve fibres, 
such bacilli being normal appearance. 


G.R.F. Hilson London: 
ological Studies lepraemurium 
Infections Rats. 

has investigated the relationship be- 
tween BCG and the germ rat leprosy, and 
series inoculation experiments showed 
that the rat leprosy bacillus produces 
immunity which barely detectable, and 
ineffectual even combined with 
living BCG, but heat-killing BCG has some 
immunizing effect, though not much. 


J.M. Robson, J.T. Smith, and 
Sullivan London: The Effect 
Vaccination with Various 
the Multiplication lepraemuri- 
Mice. 

They found that this germ when intro- 
duced into the cornea mice multiplies 
rapidly there for about weeks, but the 
rate after this slows down very markedly, 
and this might due the development 
immunity. They tried previous vac- 
cination the same germ and found did 
stimulate this immunity, likewise BCG vac- 


cination had this effect, but not with 
leprae. 


D.S. Ridley London: The Na- 
ture the Lepromin Reaction Histo- 
logical Observations, 


studying the lepromin reaction pa- 
tients had the cooperation Dr. 
Davey Eastern Nigeria. 
soon hours after the injection 
found vigorous cell reaction 
and later large fat accumulations were 
noted. the 4th week over half the 
cases the Mitsuda reaction comprised 
foreign body reaction the fat, and the 
rest was reaction tuberculoid type, 
with some tissue necrosis. The fat appears 
because tissue breakdown. Reactions 
normal skin and lepromin are essentially 
the same. 


K.R. Chatterjee Calcutta, now 
working London: Observations 
Mycobacterial Infection Hybrid 
Strain Black Mice Inoculated with 
Human Leprosy. 

described his work the 


hybrid black mice first reported him 
the 7th International Corgress Tokyo, 
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His results were encouraging the 
bacillus seemed transmitted mice 
and able maintain itself them. 
thinks that success was due his use 
bacillary suspensions, freed 
elements, and using selected hybrid 
strain black mice. 


Dungal Reykjavik, Iceland: 
Leprosy Transmitted Insects? 

thinks the study insects possible 
transmitting agents should pursued. 
reasonable suspect biting insects 
having some role. collected evi ‘ence from 
countries and found several suggestive 
arguments for the flea being vector and 
perhaps the scabies mite, and lice. sug- 
gests experiment attempt eradication 
leprosy the extermination ecto- 
parasites human beings. 


10. J.R. Innes London gave re- 
port his investigation the 
Literature Leprosy. 

was possible this retrospectively, 
for Prof. Torsuev Rostov Don 
had recently issued print complete 
bibliography the end 1957. This 
Dr. Innes had translated into English and 
made available cyclostyled copies 
the members the Symposium, with some 
comments the value the Russian 
papers. 


C.H. Binford Washington: 
Progress Report Animal Inoculation 
with Human Leprosy. 

His work over the past years has 
produced much success, particularly the 
inoculation human leprosy into hamsters, 
granulomatous lesions are 
produced and these lesions resemble human 
leprosy their histology, the presence 
bacilli. Several passages have been made 
from hamster hamster, and attempts 
made infect other laboratory animals. 
There has also been some success arti- 
ficial culture. 


12. K.R. Chatterjee Calcutta: Ob- 
servations Immunological Reactions 
Leprosy with Fractions the Bacil- 
lus Kedrovskit. 

described obtaining chemical frac- 
tions from this bacillus which gave early 
lepromin reactions positive complement 
fixation tests leprosy. 


13. D’Arcy Hart London: The 
murium vitro. 

Though this organism has not been grown 
with success artificial media, and with 
only limited success tissue culture, 
and his co-workers recently found cell- 
free medium the addition sucrose, 
807 glucose, resulted elongation 
the bacilli measured under the electron- 
microscope. This elongation was associated 
with slight increase width. 


14. R.J.W. Rees London: The Use 
Cell Cultures for the Cultivation 
lepraemurium vitro. 

There has been definite but limited mul- 
tiplication variety cell cultures 
vitro usually limited one two genera- 
tions, and the bacilli seemed divide 
days). method subculturing infected 
cells vitro has been developed and given 
continuous multiplication. 

Ross Innes 
London 


PHS Expands Research Program 
Hansen’s Disease 


Hansen’s disease said affect less 
than 2,000 Americans*, but ter- 
rific world problem (10 million 
cases), and federal funds are continu- 
ing into research. addition 
research the Carville laboratory, 
the Communicable Diseases Center, 
Atlanta, Ga., and Montgomery, Ala., and 
the National Institutes Health, Be- 
thesda, Md., all conducted part 
the direct research operations the 
Public Health Service, nine Hansen’s 
disease research projects universities 
and non-governmental institutions are 
being financed NIH grants. 


NIH research projects Hansen’s 
disease January 1960, total 
$230,943, according information giv- 
THE STAR Dr. Joseph Sma- 
del, Associate Director, NIH. 


Dr. Sm.. ‘el lists the projects fol- 
lows: 


Doull, Leonard Wood Memorial, 
Clinical evaluation studies leprosy, 
$43,998. 


Doull, Leonard Wood Memorial, 
Conference research and teaching 
leprosy, $7,418 


Hanks, Leonard Wood Memori- 
al, Metabolism non-cultivable myco- 
bacteria, $91,368 


Taylor and Hanks, Harvard 
College, Epidemiological studies lep- 
rosy, $9,064 


Mason and Bergel, Univer- 
sity Rochester, Survival Hansen 
bacillus laboratory animals, $6,302 


Muelling, Louisiana State Uni- 


versity, Serum protein patterns lep- 
rosy, $17,733 


Shaffer and Fisher, Tulane 
University, Cultural and serologic stud- 
ies leprosy, $22,894 


Wallace, Meharry Medical Col- 
lege, Immunoligic response leprotic 
infections, $19,331 


Wilson, University Pennsyl- 
vania, Growth and immunological fac- 
tors leprae, $12,835 


The above compilation does not in- 
clude two projects financed NIH 
which secondary interest. 


There are less than 300 patients hospi- 
talized Carville and approximately the 
same number the two institutions 


Hawaii. high percentage these cases 
are inactive. 


Picture 


According figures given THE 
STAR Dr. William Meyer, until 
recently Chief the Clinical Branch, 
only three patients this hospital pro- 
gressed from active arrested cases 
during the period January 1960 
30, 1960. these three, two died 
and one remained this hospital. (Dur- 
ing the same six-month period 1959, 
patients progressed from active 
arrested cases. these 14, two left the 
hospital, remained here.) 


For the Fiscal Year, July 1959 
through June 30, 1960, there were 
cases that progressed 
cally positive bacteriologically nega- 
tive. these three left the hospital, 
one each the following states: 


California, Texas and Louisiana. 


total twenty-three were given 
medical discharges during the Fiscal 
Year 1959-60, although still bacteriologi- 
cally positive. Two tuberculoid cases, 
bacteriologically negative, were dis- 
charged during this same period. Dur- 
ing the Fiscal Year there were nineteen 
deaths, seven whom were bacteriologi- 
cally positive, twelve 
negative. addition the above pa- 
tients, there were six who went AWOL, 
one deported and one repatriated, three 
were discharged against medical advice. 
There was, therefore, total eighty- 
six discharges during the Fiscal Year, 
but six these discharges were found 
not have leprosy. (The term dis- 
charged used here includes all cases 
leaving the hospital one route the 
other.) 


States which the patients were 
discharged are follows: 


Alabama not leprosy) 
California 

Florida not leprosy) 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Mississippi not leprosy) 
North Carolina 

New York 

Texas not leprosy) 
Buried Louisiana 
Buried Texas 
Buried Mississippi 
Buried Illinois 
Destination Unkn. (AWOL) 
East Pakistan 
Mexico 
TOTAL: 
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Case the Missing Clerk 


all the cases the closed missing 
persons files the Los Angeles police, 
perhaps the strangest that mild 
bank clerk whom call Walter 
Bigges. 


For the man who unraveled this 
mystery wasn’t detective. was 
officer the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice. Yet, the case well known among 
the men who search for the missing be- 
cause illustrates two important facts 
for detectives and doctors alike: 


FEAR the deadliest weapon known 
mankind. 


IGNORANCE its equal partner. 


The story Walter Bigges begins 
for with door being kicked off its 
hinges squalid room the second 
floor cheap downtown hotel, and 
was being kicked two hefty police- 
men. The date: August 1942. 


Bigges’ meager body was flattened 


against the opposite wall. His clothing 
was rumpled, his face unshaven—a study 
terror. 


61, Walter Bigges’ grandfather, 
homeowner, church deacon, was one 
those people whom hint evil 
could suspected. 


That could have chosen suddenly 
withdraw was unthinkable. But one 
day had packed bag and left home 
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while his wife was shopping. 


had checked into the hotel, pay- 
ing two weeks advance. After that, 
had emerged only once—to buy gro- 
ceries live for weeks. 


That was what had caused the call 
police. For after Bigges stayed 
the room for more than week, the 
desk clerk tried get his tenant 
respond knock the door. Bigges 
did not answer. 


pass key failed open the lock. 
was stuffed with paper. 


Then the clerk called police. 


When the two officers finally broke 
down the door, Bigges yelled hysterical- 
ly. 


“Stay back! Don’t touch me! I’m 
unclean—Oh, God—unclean!” 


Then sobbed wildly. 


“Now what the world...?” 
officer asked. 


Ironically, the men with the answers 
were only blocks away, having cup 
coffee after handball game the 
Bernard Wilson the 
missing persons detail, Los Angeles Po- 
lice, and Dr. Herman Tidings the 
Public Health Service. 


They had met through their interest 
handball, and after each night’s 


TRE TAR 


game, they had coffee—and talked. This 
night, Dr. Tidings was only making 
conversation when asked Sgt. Wil- 
son he’d looked for any interesting 
people lately. But the policeman’s re- 
ply made him snort. 


just wish,” said Sgt. Wilson, “that 
you were doctor.” 


“Give you for effort,” Dr. Tidings 
grinned. “I’m the Public Health 
Service. know uniform looks Navy. 
But look again. The buttons, cap de- 
vice and sleeve emblem are different. 
common mistake. Now, what’s the 
problem?” 


Sergeant Wilson outlined the facts 
the missing teller, ending with the 
opinion that the man was mental case. 


Dr. Tidings sipped his coffee and 
asked, “Bigges acting strangely before 
took off?” 


Sergeant Wilson shrugged. 
for month so,” said. “Mooned 
around looking into mirrors; staring 
kind rash his hands. defin- 
ite nut.” 


“This rash,” said, his hands 
and was it...say...around his eyes?” 


“Yeah. Mrs. Bigges mentioned that. 
Athlete’s foot. didn’t pay attention.” 


“Anything else?” 


“Yes, there was one thing. was 
afraid she’d catch the rash. 


her touch him,” Dr, Tidings 
finished the sentence. “The 20th Cen- 
was the 10th. Listen sergeant, think 
know what happened. I’m detective. 
Just guessing. But your man hasn’t 


killed himself, find him hiding 
somewhere afraid.” 


“How you know?” 


“Told you—I don’t. But until four 
months ago, was stationed Louisi- 
ana hospital where such behavior and 
symptoms are classic for disease 


call Hansen’s. Bet anything your man 
thinks he’s got it.” 


“Hansen’s disease? Never heard it.” 


“Leprosy,” the doctor said. 
For several moments, Sgt. Wilson sat 
Then 
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Doctors Come And 


Dr. Meyer, dedicated physician and 
friend patients and their families. 


When Dr. William Meyer, until 
recently Chief the Clinical Branch, 
retires from the Public Health Service 
about September the 
lose senior physician, the last the 
staff physicians Carville who has 
his credit long years experience 
the care and treatment patients with 
Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Meyer first came Carville 
1947 and remained here until 1950. 
During that time established un- 
usual rapport with the patients. left 
Carville 1950 when the PHS adopted 
policy which was tollowed just long 
enough break one the best 
medical staffs the history the hos- 
pital). Dr. Meyer then went New 
Orleans loan the Louisiana State 
Board Health which was opening 
out-patient clinic there co- 
operation with the PHS. This was 
assignment sought Dr. Meyer 
could continue the work which 
had become intensely interested. 

Dr. Meyer operated the out-patient 
clinic New Orleans, pilot project, 
with such success that similar clinics 
have been established San Francisco 
and San Antonio, the latter operated 
the city. good part the credit 
for this success, feel, goes Dr. 
Meyer’s personal attitude, for was 
small comfort for Louisiana patients 
know that there was man whom 
they could turn, not only for treatment, 
but for kindness and understanding 
well. 

Dr. Meyer was the ideal man for this 
job because the prime idea out- 
patient clinic attract early cases 
for prompt treatment. Witness the 
success this idea and Dr. Meyer’s ap- 
plication the fact that HD, 
which has existed Louisiana for 200 


years, now the decline 
state. 


This outstanding physician, who calls 
mind the qualities the old 
general practitioner, did not confine 
his work the clinic alone. has 
done much the way education 
Louisiana, speaking doctors, nurses 
and lay groups. has-made 
Louisiana and has written several papers 
the subject. 1958 when there oc- 
curred opening the Carville staff, 
Dr. Meyer returned here but also 
continued his work the out-patient 
making bi-weekly trips New 
Orleans. 

When survey was made 1948 
determine whether medical men would 
willing change the Old Testament 
name the disease (leprosy), Dr. Mey- 
was one who stood counted 
mind that changing the name 
would add immeasurably the morale 
and self-respect those who are afflict- 
ed, since would remove them from 
the ancient. superstitions, traditions 
and folklore which are inseparably 
with the word ‘leprosy’ but 
which the disease itself does not de- 

summing his views educa- 
tional objectives, Dr. Meyer says the 
public should know: So-called lep- 
rosy only mildly infectious; So- 
called leprosy not painful disease, 
rule; So-called leprosy usually 
not fatal disease; So-called leprosy 
not the most incurable disease, and 
There and must not 
any more laws and regulations 
liefs that these unfortunate individuals 
(victims so-called leprosy) are out- 
casts 

After serving with the PHS since 
1928, Dr. Meyer now going into re- 
tirement, thus ending productive ca- 
reer which took him first the Fiji 
Islands, Samoa and other islands the 
South Pacific and later Hawaii where 
served District Medical 
for the 14th Coast Guard, before com- 
ing Carville for his first tour duty 

Carville fortunate that some 
fine young doctors are here step into 
the vacancy left Dr. Meyer. But 
respected physician and 
man will missed and missed 
for long time come, not only 
the patients but believe the young 
physicians, too, who have turned 
him for advice and help. 

Dr. and Mrs. Meyer will live Den- 
ver, Colorado, where they have new 
home. 


assumes challenging post. 


Dr. John Trautman—a man with 
long family tradition medicine and 
the Dr. Meyer Chief 
the Clinical Branch here. Dr. Traut- 
man not stranger this area, for 
good part his professional career 
has been spent the New Orleans 
Public Health Service Hospital. 

Dr. Trautman assumed his duties 
June following his transfer from the 
New Orleans PHS hospital where 
was Deputy Chief Medicine. Before 
his New Orleans assignment, was 
resident general practice Norfolk, 
Va., PHS Hospital. 

The new Chief the Clinical Branch 
Carville before his assign- 
ment here and says looks forward 
working with the patients. in- 
terested all phases medicine, 
ceclares, but his special interest 
internal medicine. 

The 33-year-old doctor native 
Omaha, Nebr., and was graduated from 
Western Reserve Medical School 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1954. was 
awarded his Bachelor Science from 
Georgetown Washington, 
D.C. 

Dr. Trautman’s father has been with 
the PHS for years, and now Medi- 
cal Officer Charge the Ft. Worth, 
Texas, PHS Hospital. Dr. 
Rober: Trautman, Chief Surgery 
the Memphis, Tenn., PHS Hospital. 
not surprising the light this 
family tradition that Dr. Trautman con- 
siders career officer. 

Dr. Trautman says 
lived the city the past, but finds 
delightful living the rural setting 
which the hospital located. Dr. 
Trautman occupies one the new staff 
cottages along with Mrs. Trautman and 
their two daughters, one and the 
other 10. 

Chief the Clinical Branch, Dr. 
Trautman will responsible for the 
resident physicians, dental service, nurs- 
ing, pharmacy and dietetics. Also, 
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Trautman 


will continue the biweekly trips the 
New Orleans out-patient clinic. Dr. 
Trautman will find himself with plenty 
quite the job. 


Reading X-ray picture Dr. Joseph 
Dooley, new member the resident 
staff here. 


native St. Louis, Mo., joined the 
resident medical staff here 


Dr. Dooley replaces Dr. Duane David- 


son who has resigned from the Public 
Health Service after two-year tour 
duty here enter private practice 
Tennessee. 

Dr. Dooley’s life has 
complicated late the fact that 
bears the same last name Dr. Tom 
Dooley Medico fame, whom Car- 
ville’s Dr. Dooley not related. 
further complicate this the fact that 
both Dr. Dooleys are from St. Louis 
and both graduated from the same med- 
ical school. getting used being 
asked related Dr. Tom Doo- 
ley,” the new Carville doctor says, “but 
imagine the trouble brother has; 
his name Tom Dooley. But, he’s not 
doctor.” 


Our Dooley came directly Car- 


ville from the PHS Hospital Staten 


Island, N.Y., where served his in- 
ternship and remained resident 
radiology. was awarded his 
from the St. Louis University Medical 
School 1958. 


Dr. Dooley volunteered for assign- 
ment here primarily because intends 
specialize neurology and the fact 
that Hansen’s disease often affects the 
peripheral nerves will afford him valu- 
able experience. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dooley, the parents 
daughter, occupy 
quarters the station. 
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New Rehab Chief, Dr. Allan Nicol 


Carville step with the times. 
Just the two major political parties 
the United States are entering the 
coming presidential election with rela- 
tively young candidates, the staff doc- 
tors here—apart from the Laboratory 
and Epidemiology 
dominantly young men. 

these young doctors who have 
taken their places Carville’s team, 
the most recent Dr. Allan Nicol, 
new Chief the Rehabilitation Branch. 
Under the Rehab Branch which the 
native New York heads, 
are the following: resident chaplains, 
social service, physical therapy, occu- 
pational therapy, the PHS school, man- 
ual arts, recreation, health education 
and 

Although Dr. Nicol new Car- 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 
who offered the post him. Dr. Nicol 
worked for seven months under Dr. 
eases Center Atlanta, Ga., when the 
latter was Chief the Training Branch 
there. 

Dr. Nicol new rehabilitation 
work and says this point has 
firm ideas what will do. says 
intends observe and learn from 
the program here now with view 
fuller utilization the facilities al- 
ready here. possible, says, that 
the program not well coordinated 
be, but does function effec- 
tively under well qualified people. 

Dr. Nicol says knew more about 
so-called leprosy than the average phy- 
sician, and that very little, when 
came here July 10, although adds 
that has been reading much the 
literature disease currently avail- 
able. 

The new Rehab Chief was awarded 
his the University Buffalo, 
N.Y., 1950 and his the same 
school 1954. joined the PHS 
1956 after stint with the New York 
State Health Department. obtained 
his MPH (Master, Public Health) 
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Carville Welcomes 
New Chaplain 


Chaplain and Mrs. Harris and son, Gerald. 


Navy chaplain with decade 
experience the armed forces the 
new resident Protestant Chaplain here. 

The new chaplain, the Rev. Oscar 
Harris, thoroughly down-to-earth and 
forthright man, preached his first ser- 
mon here July 10. 

Rev. Harris learned the opening 
for Protestant Chaplain here through 
the Division Chaplains the Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Ga. 
contacted Dr. Johnwick and came here 
April see Carville firsthand. 
June consulted with officials the 
American Leprosy Missions, 
New York, which jointly with the Pub- 
lic Health Service, sponsors the Protes- 
tant Chaplain’s work here. 

Chaplain Harris’ duties here will 
considerably different from those 
service chaplain, worked for the most 
part with young people who were not 
ill. Here, will deal with many older 
people who are sick. The only similari- 
cited that the young men 
the armed forces often had family prob- 
lems arising from being separated from 
them and expects find much the 
same here. selected this demanding 
post because, “this work the most 
challenging and presents the greatest 
opportunity for service”. 

Rev. Harris’ only previous experience 
with Hansen’s disease came when 
visited hospitals Okinawa and 
Gotemba, Japan. These were merely 
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Good Bad Publicity, 
Same Paper, Same Day 


have often said that certain pub- 
lished information about so-called lep- 
rosy “helps with one hand while 
hurts with the and recent is- 
sue the Baton Rouge STATE TIMES 
typical what mean. 

the front page the July edi- 
tion this newspaper was story deal- 
ing with the graduation four stu- 
dents (patients) from the U.S. Public 
Health Service Hospital here. the 
inside this same edition was 
umn written Dr. Harold Hyman 
which said the public fear so- 
called leprosy and the consequent segre- 
gation patients had all but eradicat- 
leprosy. 

The front page story, reporter 
Chet Folkes, accurately reflects life 
Carville and means misleading 
frightening. The story the inside 
just the reverse. 

While Dr. Hyman probably intend- 
help, his column did anything 
but that. First, the fact that segrega- 
tion isolation patients with so- 
called leprosy drives them into hiding 
and makes early treatment impossible 
and treatment when finally sought 
all the more difficult and unproductive. 

midst that would give sanctuary 
leper even though his infection might 
have been effectively controlled 
treatment with newer drugs,” says Dr. 
Hyman’s column. This not true. 
New York, for example, patients are 
permitted about their business 
the normal people that they are, and 
the establishment and success out-pa- 
tient treatment centers least three 
cities the United States ample evi- 
dence that isolation not necessary. 

The article shot through with out- 
right misinformation such the state- 
ment that few native-born Americans 
are hospitalized Carville. Also, there 
are repeated references “lepers”. 

The irony all that newspa- 
per, published only miles from Car- 
ville, should send for 
accurate account event and 
the same issue fall victim the butch- 
ery fact found the syndicated col- 
umn. 


THE PRESS 


Excellent Picture Story 


“World Health photographer, Pi- 
erre-Andre Pittet travelled 200,000 miles 
around the world the course eight 
years. visited all the countries where 
so-called leprosy still rampant and 
brought back over photographs. 
From these, WHO made small selec- 
tion pictures which they published 
WORLD HEALTH, the magazine 
the WHO (July-August, 1960). 
There are pages pictures with ap- 
propriate legends. The picture presen- 
tation ranges from “before and after 
sulfone treatment” patients play. 

Says the title page 
mystified”, photographs that ap- 
pear these pages show that there 
need our vocabularies for the op- 
probrious term ‘leper’”. Thank you, 
WHO. 


Gruesome Guff 


the Kenosha, Wis., NEWS May 
Miss Muriel Nielson Racine, 
who returned home after several years’ 
service India “in Indian leper 
colony” delivered talk entitled 
Leopards and Lepers”. 

doubt the home folks regard Miss 
Nielson heroine, but from where 
sit such presentation giant 
step backwards. 

Miss Elizabeth Templeton, Little 
Rock, Ark., and Presbyterian mission- 
ary India, distinguished herself 
saying, attributed the Little Rock 
DEMOCRAT (June 18, 1960), “She 
gave cut rations and medicine (to ‘lep- 
ers’) and was careful wash her hands 
with Lysol keep from contracting the 
disease.” 

The following paragraph part 
the same story and though not attribut- 
Miss Templeton apparently came 
from her information: 

Congolese medic worked the 
colony for years and retired with- 
out being infected. Patients are disfig- 
ured the leprosy which breaks out 
Their toes and fingers drop off.” 

It’s good thing it’s just fingers and 
toes and not vital organs that the mis- 
sionaries say drop off, our good 
workers the field sin would 
their hips unattached organs. 


course, Miss Templeton knows 
what she indirectly put the paper 
pure bunk. indicates, however, that 
Columnist Robert Ruark was right when 
said there cult among mission- 
aries who will stop nothing make 
themselves appear heroes. 


Naaman Didn’t Have 


the Norwich, Conn., BULLETIN 
(June 27, 1960) was story ser- 
mon the Rev. Harry Donley, Nor- 
wich Assembly God Church, which 
the pastor spoke Naaman and the 
thereof. This favorite 


topic ministers who are blissfully 


aware the joker the deck. Naaman 
did not have the disease 
they refer to. Our authority for this 
the best: Dr. Robert Cochrane 
London, who said, would point 
out that the story Naaman has noth- 
ing whatsoever with leprosy—Naa- 
man probably had leucoderma which 
known white leprosy but has 
connection all with the disease 
(known leprosy today) 


Sane Publicity 


Dr. R.T. Ravenholt the Seattle- 
King County (Wash.) Health Depart- 
ment, deserves pat the back for his 
handling report the Seattle 
TIMES June Dr. Ravenholt, 
giving report incidence disease 
thus far this year the Seattle area 
cited “mild case leprosy”. Rav- 
enholt said coolly, “leprosy constitutes 
curiosity rather than public health 
problem this area”. 

The Niagara Falls, GAZETTE 
(July 1960) reported that case 
leprosy, the first ever reported West- 
ern New York, has been identified 
Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital.” 

The patient was veteran who had 
seen service the Philippines. The 
doctor charge the case did not 
give the patient’s name the papers, 
and rightly so, saying only, 
tient has been transferred the Vet- 
erans Hospital Buffalo 

“Leprosy not ordinarily infectious. 
There fear this disease spread- 
ing was the same comment 
Dr. Jerauld Campbell, City Health O:- 
ficer. 
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Three doctors from scattered points 
the globe, each them either con- 
cerned directly with Hansen’s disease 
work interested it, visited Carville 


They were Dr. Krishnamurthi, My- 
sore State, South India, who 
ticed medicine India for years; 
Dr. Rafael Ibanez the Ministry 
Health, Division Leprosy, Venezuela, 
and Dr. Douglas Gordon, Professor 
Preventive and Social Medicine, Uni- 
versity Queensland Medical School, 


Dr. Krishnamurthi and Resident Staff- 
Dr. Norman Lewis, Jr., reviewing medical 
records. 


Dr. Krishnamurthi dermatologist. 
national Fellowship (Point Four Ex- 
change Program) 


reported that India making 
gains leprosy work and that per- 
cent leprosy that country the 
neural, benign type. 
relationship has existed for some time 
India, Dr. Krishnamurthi said, 
which the host seems develop im- 
munity reaction the infection, ac- 
counting for the predominance the 
benign type. 


The doctor arrived the United 
States January, and will remain 
this country until the end the year. 


Dr. Ibanez 


Dr. Ibanez this country 
WHO fellowship which will take him 
around the world. His comments 
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the treatment Hansen’s disease 
Venezuela were particular interest 
because his country has one the 
most enlightened attitudes the dis- 
ease found anywhere—including 
the United States. 


Spanish-born, Dr. Ibanez citizen 
Director the Anti-Leprosy Campaign 
Venezula and lives Caracas. 
has been identified with what and 
his countrymen call the “Campaign” 
for the past years. 


His tour will take him Washing- 
ton July, and eventually several 
other points throughout the world. His 
aim review programs else- 
where. 


From what Dr. Ibanez says—which 
work Venezuela—other nations would 
well review and emulate the pro- 
gram Venezuela, particularly re- 
gards the social aspects so-called lep- 
rosy. 


Venezuela, Dr. Ibanez says, there 
are about 12,000 cases popu- 
lation million. these 12,000 
cases, most are treated Outpatients 
clinics manned some doctors. Only 
those patients with acute reactions are 
treated hospitals, and these are ad- 
mitted one two general hospitals 
where they stay only long needeu. 
All medical students are required 
take course so-called leprosy. 


Relatives patients are vaccinat- 
(BCG) the rate about 50,000 
per year. 


The net result all this, says Dr. 
Ibanez, that the disease now the 
decline. 


The sulfones are the treatment 
choice Venezuela, but lately they 
have been using Ciba 1906 DPT, 
some cases. 


patients Venezuela are not 
subject any restrictions. They live 
their communities and are not ostra- 


the social aspect, Dr. Ibanez 


says, Venezuela one the most ad- 
vanced countries the world. There, 


and others think the disease 
the same terms any other disease, 
and the Hansen’s disease program has 
been completely integrated with other 
public health services. 


With Dr. Ibanez, interpreter was 
Mr. Edward Conrow, instructor 
the Institute Latin American Studies, 
Mississippi Southern College, Hatties- 
burg, Miss., where Dr. Ibanez study- 
ing English. 


Dr. Douglas Gordon 


Dr. Gordon visiting various points 
the world making study methods 
teaching preventive medicine. 
has been the Fiji Islands, Hawaii, 
and now traveling from the west 
coast the east coast the United 
States. plans visit England, India 
and Pakistan and, possible, Russia. 


Dr. Gordon interested the epi- 
demiology Hansen’s disease and says 
the disease not really problem 
Australia, except the northwest and 
among the aborigines. 


Peel Island, where patients were 
formerly confined (about miles from 
Brisbane Moreton Bay) 
closed for about year. Instead, 
patients are now hospitalized the 
Princess Alexandria Hospital 
bane, where there are only patients, 


lot progress has been made 
Australia, says, since the introduc- 
tion the sulfones. 


Dr. Gordon has been Tulane Uni- 
versity, New Orleans, and came Car- 
ville 


Baptist Chaplain Calls 


interest Hansen’s disease which 
began the Philippines 1947 plus 
friendship which began later Japan, 
culminated visit here June 
Chaplain and Mrs. C.V. Smith Sa- 
lena, Kansas. The Smiths were brought 
here Carville’s good friends Mrs. 
Perry Lucas and her son Baton 
Rouge. knew Chaplain Smith when 
both were stationed military instal- 
lation Japan. 


Father Rukus 


The earnest young man white who 
seen making daily rounds this hos- 
pital not doctor but priest prepar- 
ing himself for work colony 
Burma. 


Father Charles Rukus, M.S., the 
missionary order Our Lady La- 
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Salette, (headquarters Rome) hopes 
trade his teaching post Altamont, 
New York, for mission assignment. 
here for six-weeks visit. Father 
Rukus says his only contact with 
heretofore has been reading. From 
this, says, got the impression that 
so-called leprosy was conquered because 
authors made references 
finds here that the disease not yet 
conquered although much progress has 
been made. 


Father Rukus has made friends since 
arriving here mid-June and the pa- 
tients will miss the impromptu accordion 
concerts gives the drop hat. 


Writing Team Gathers Info 


Steven and Mary Spencer, Phila- 
delphia, top-notch writing team, were 
here June and gathering material 
rosy” which scheduled appear 
the SATURDAY EVENING POST, 
sometime August. Mr. Spencer 
contributing science editor the POST 
and earlier this year, and Mrs. Spenc- 
completed tour the Far East 
where they obtained firsthand informa- 
tion for series articles for the Unit- 
Presbyterian Church the 
and its journal, PRESBYTERIAN LIFE. 


Mr. Spencer was given leave from 
the POST visit medical missions 
Korea, Thailand, India and Pakistan. 
His feature story the SATURDAY 
EVENING POST (March 12, 1960) 
World’s Toughest Medical Prob- 
lems”, touched only lightly leprosy 
because Mr. Spencer planned 
special article this subject later. 


The Spencers visited THE STAR 
offices where they talked and took copi- 
ous notes. 

Carville eagerly awaiting the 
article. 


PHS Personnel Officer 


Mollie Benson, Personnel Officer 
for the Division Hospitals, Public 
Health Service, toured the hospital ear- 
June. This was her first visit here. 
Miss Benson joined the PHS only 214 
years ago, but she has been the fed- 
eral service about years. 
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Distinguished Physician 
Advances New Ideas 


Disease 


Dr. Richardson 
the Carville laboratory. 


type Hansen’s disease which 
difficult and usually impossible dem- 
onstrate bacilli, routine laboratory 
methods, may not caused the 
Hansen bacillus all, distin- 
guished British scientist put “we had 


proof that fact established tuber- 
culoid lesions are caused the 
leprae.” The scientist, Dr. Graham Wed- 
dell, Fellow Oriel College,, Oxford, 
accompanied Dr. Keith Richardson, 
Associate Professor Anatomy, Wash- 
ington University School Medicine, 
St. Louis, conferred with the Carville 
staff recently. Dr. Weddell believes the 
tuberculoid type “allergic 
nomenon” which the body defenses 
during reactive phase, rush violently 
affected areas, causing clinical symp- 
toms. Dr. Weddell the senior author 
the chapter, “Sensory and Neuro- 
histological Changes Leprosy” the 
textbook Leprosy Theory and Prac- 
tice, edited Dr. R.G. Cochrane, Lon- 


don. Since that chapter was written, 
additional knowledge has been gained, 
“with Dr. Richardson’s Dr. Wed- 
dell says. 

Dr. Weddel, who has been teaching 
Washington University School 
Medicine, currently extended 
tour the United States, 
turning England. 


Students Train Here 


Miss Jeannette Martin, Baton Rouge, 
senior Vassar, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., where 
she majoring physiology, »working 
the Carville laboratory this summer 
(June September) receiving training 
medical technician. 

Miss Elizabeth ‘Schultz Mountain Lake, 
Minn., student Physical Therapy 
Northwestern University, Chicago, arrived 
here July for four-week training period 
ir. the Physical Therapy Dept. Miss Schultz 
is in the U.S. on furlough from her mission- 
ary post at Ruanda Urundi, Africa, where 
she has been stationed for nine years under 
the auspices World Gospel She 
hopes to return to Urundi early next year 
and work Nyankanda Leprosy Colony 
(800 patients) initiating department 
there. 


Significant Breakthrough 


Research--Maybe 


Dr. R.J. Anderson, Depuiy 
Bureau State Services, Wash. 
ington, earlier this year, told 
sional Sub-Commi.tee, study lep- 
rosy, need screening test for 
tion comparable the tuberculin test 
for tuberculosis. now have lead 
which may very significant break- 
through this field. Our researchers 
may have overcome the heretofore im- 
possible task growing the leprosy 
bacillus, 

have learned that Dr, Anderson 
was probably referring two research 
projects, one being conducted Dr. 
Chapman Binford, Washington, and 
the other Dr. Charles Shepard, CDC, 
Montgomery, Ala. “In essence, both 
these investigators have been able 
isolate from leprosy patients, acid-fast 
organisms which multiply slowly ani- 
mal tissues forming small microscopic 
granulomas.” 

Dr. Binford reported his work 
the Tokyo Congress (VII International 
Congress Leprology, 1958) and the 
earlier phases his studies were pub- 
lished LABORATORY INVESTI- 
GATION, VOL. pp. 901-923, 1959. 
gave Progress Report the re- 
cent London Symposium, (page 4). 
his Progress Report, Dr. Binfowd, 
conservative scientist, stated, “It will 
require approximately another 
months evaluate the human-to-ham- 
ster experiments now 

Dr. Shepard’s paper, “Acid-Fast Ba- 
cilli Nasal Excretions Leprosy, 
and Results Inoculation 
appeared the AMERICAN JOUR- 
NAL HYGIENE, Vol. No. 
147-157, 1960. 

the “acid-fast organisms” are actu- 
ally Hansen’s bacilli and 
have been transplanted and grown suc- 
cessfully test animals, will, be- 
lieve, the first time history, and 
fervently hope so, but “successful 
inoculation” has been announced many 
times before, only turn failure 
later. Successful inoculation animals 
with the Hansen bacillus would enable 
the scientists test new drugs ani- 
mals and test tubes well other 
highly important 


Carville Consultant Reads Paper 
AMA Meet 


paper “Pathology Ocular Lepro- 
sy: Cornea” was the program the 
annual convention the American Medi- 
cal Association Miami Beach, Fla., June 
14-16. The paper Dr. 
James Allen, New Orleans, Carville Con- 
sultant Ophthalmology, and Dr. Jerome 
Byers, Dallas, former Carville resident 
staffer. There was also exhibit. Discus- 
sion the paper was opened Dr. D.P. 
Choyce, Lecturer Tropical Ophthalmolo- 
sy, London School Hygiene and Tropical 


Medicine. 
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National Forty and Eight 
Keeps STAR Orbit 


Nationale 


Imagine our surprise, when 


Chef 
Chemin Fer (National Commander) John 


Hobble, Liberal, Kansas, (above) Mrs. 
Hobble and party walked THE STAR 
Staff unexpectedly last March 28. 

They drove over here from Biloxi, Miss., 
where Chef Hobble was featured speaker 
the 40&8’s Southland Dixie Promenade. 

Accompanying Mr. and Mrs. Hobble were 
Voyageur Bayne Foster, Satanta, Grand 
Cheminot Kansas and Mrs. Foster, and 
Voyageur Russell Miller, Alternate 
Cheminot National, Green Ridge, Mo., 
and Mrs. Miller. 

Chef Hobble was pleased have had 
first hand look THE STAR setup and 
said, “I’ve been boosting THE STAR wher- 
ever go, but from now can really 
carry the message, and will.’ 

The efforts THE STAR 
mote educated public opinion 
Hansen’s disease would probably have 
been lost cause long ago had not 
been for the ever increasing support 
THE STAR program the Voyageurs 
the National Forty Eight. are 
also fortunate, and indeed grateful 
have the support the National Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary and others. But 
for years the major part THE 
circulation has come from our Forty 
Eight friends. course, need and 
sincerely appreciate everyone’s support, 
matter how small, even its only 
lip service next door neighbor. 

Now time for brief examina- 
tion the National Forty 
impressive record the past year and 
other years. This year, they surpassed 
any previous record with grand total 
8,353 subscriptions. This represents 
nearly 73% THE total circu- 
lation. also 1,420 subscriptions bet- 
ter than the 1959 total, net increase 
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17% over last year. are mighty 
pleased but are not all surprised 
this 1959-60 record breaking score. Since 
the adoption THE STAR the 
Promenade Nationale Forty Eight 
Chicago 1944, there has been 
slow, but steady increase the Forty 
Eight’s STAR subscription drive. 

The drive increase subscriptions 
hospitals, public and school libraries, 
religious institutions, etc., still gain- 
ing momentum. This the kind 
support that pays off big dividends. 
Keep the good work. each re- 
cipient gift subscription, THE 
STAR sends card giving the name 
and address the donor and the pur- 
poses the publication. 

also wish thank you for your 
generous donations THE 
Christmas party fund, community ser- 
vice fund, and educational fund and for 
the various other ways you have con- 
tributed the happiness and welfare 
the patients here. 

are happy announce that the 
number Grand (State) Voitures par- 
ticipating THE STAR program has 
Some hard working Voyageurs have 
tried arouse interest THE STAR 
program non-participating states, and 
get those with token participation 
boost their support. They have had 
some degree success. very diffi- 
cult, not impossible, give your 
wholehearted support any worthy 
program without pretty good know- 
ledge the program you are asked 
support. you are acquainted with 
the fact about Hansen’s disease, the 
objectives the publication, and regu- 
lar reader THE STAR, then you are, 
undoubtedly, staunch supporter 
THE STAR. 

Has Been Worth The Effort? 


You bet has. Regular readers 


THE STAR know that substantial pro- 
gress has been made promoting bet- 
ter public understanding about the 
disease. Health authorities are also tak- 
ing more liberal attitude. the 
result now have outpatient clinics 
three endemic states and this hospi- 
tal has also made some liberal changes 
policy. You, the Forty Eight 
are directly indirectly responsible 
for much this changing attitude. 

Our files are crammed with letters 
commendation and encouragement from 
doctors, nurses, educators 
from practically every walk life. 
know that many you have also re- 
ceived similar reports about THE STAR. 
Here excerpt from one the let- 
ters which points the merits the 
publication, and also shows how im- 
portant your subscription contributions 
hospitals, medical schools, etc., really 
are. Last May, Voyageur Vernon Blake, 
Santa Monica, California, sent 
sonal contribution subscriptions 
the University Southern California 
School Medicine. thanking Blake 
for his contribution, Dr. Clayton 
Loosli, Dean the University wrote, 
“The faculty the School Medicine 
grateful for the opportunity have 
access THE STAR, for gives infor- 
mation concerning leprosy that strictly 
scientific journals cannot give. 

“May thank you for this educational 
contribution the name the Medi- 
cal School.” 

have come long way, Voyageurs, 
with your help. Certainly, there less 
fear, ignorance, and prejudice about 
the disease than there was years ago, 
but still have mighty difficult 
and very long road travel with many 
obstacles our But time, and 
with your ever increasing support, 
will achieve ultimate success. 


(cont’d next page) 
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THE STAR’S 1959-60 


The BIG TEN was instituted 
cause the impressive records and out- 
anding leadership the ten leading 
Grand Voitures THE STAR 
scription drive. The records show that 
they well deserve this special tribute. 
The BIG TEN CHAMPIONS have 
scriptions, about 83% the Forty 
and grand total for the year. 
This also represents about 60% THE 
STAR’s total circulation. The ten Voy- 
ageurs pictured this report and the 
Grand Voitures they represent truly 
merit the title BIG TEN CHAM- 
PIONS. For such 
ship and are especially 
grateful. 

course, there are other Grand 
with mighty fine records who 
are deserving special mention. Un- 
fortunately, this limited space, 
impossible review their records. 


Grand Voiture Arizona (Tenth) 


With our friend Harry Goldsmith 
once again the helm, the Arizona 
Grand Voiture 
more than dou- 
bled last year’s to- 
and moved from 
13th number 
10th spot with 358 
Grand Chef 
Gare William 
Moyer, Tucson, 
reported that ev- 
ery Voiture Lo- 
cale 
pated THE 
STAR 
His own Voiture turned 100% par- 
ticipation and did Yuma Voiture 
and Nogales Voiture 965. Our Forty 
friends Arizona hope and plan 
further increase their support THE 
STAR. Our sincere thanks all the 
Arizona Voyageurs, 

Grand Voiture Maryland (Ninth) 
Forty and 
Eight friends 
Maryland moved 
last year and now 


Goldsmith 


362 subscriptions. 
gratulations 
the. Rollins Tro- 
prize winners, 
whose names 
not have. For Snyder 
several years now, the Grand Voiture 


Maryland has made appreciable gains, 
and each time Grand STAR Chairman 
Edwin Snyder, Towson, has set his 
sights little higher. feel sure that 
Snyder will have his sights elevated still 
higher this year, which almost cer- 
gain for Maryland. 


Grand Voiture Michigan 


With 536 sub- 
scriptions, the 
Grand Voiture 
Michigan moved 
from 
8th place. This 
235 better than 
last 
Grand STAR 
Chairman Paul 
Howard, Jackson 
instituted 


manent card filing 
system all 
Michigan 40&8 


subscribers, which 


ing last fall. kept up, believe this 
system unbeatable. 

also sent bulletins Voiture Lo- 
cale and Grand Voiture Officers 
Michigan order promote subscrip- 
tions. Paul Howard’s desire see 
Michigan regain the top spot they once 
the initiative and ability muster the 
support required move up. 


Grand Voiture Missouri (Seventh) 


are happy 
report that the 
Grand Voiture 
Missouri again 
STAR 
TEN CHAMPI- 
Our records 
show that the 
Missou- 
have been 
Champions 
cause for many 
years. With 
they moved up! 
from 9th 7th 
place. 

Carl Castel, St. again remem- 
bered THE STAR’s Christmas Party 
with his personal contribution. 

large block subscriptions for 
hospitals, medical and nursing schools, 
religious institutions, etc., was received 
from St. Louis Voiture 38. Other Mis- 
souri Voitures have also stepped-up 
their support this direction. 

Our Forty Eight friends Mis- 
souri are doing bang-up job for THE 
STAR and know that can count 
their continued support. 


Jack Byrnes 


there several 


Grand Voiture North Carolina 


(Sixth) 
The 558 subscriptions turned 
the Forty North Carolina 
was better than last year’s grand 


total, and yet, they dropped from 4th 
6th place. They were trying hard 
retain, even better their last year’s 


standing, but were over taken other 
Grand Voitures whose gains were great- 
than their own. Grand STAR Chair- 
man Corl Koontz, Lexington, did 


great job. Many North Carolina Voi- 
subscriptions 
doctors, schools, 
hospitals, etc. 
Ten years 
North Carolina 
was first place 
and the years 
that followed, 
they were never 
lower than 
place, 


times. salute 
these North Caro- 


who have stood the test time. 
Grand Voiture Pennsylvania 
(Fifth) 


‘Two years ago 
man, Philadelphi- 
was appointed 
Voiture Activities 
Pennsylvania. 
leader circu- 
lar letters Vo.- 
tures all over 
state and got 
STAR 
tion campaign un- 
der way that kept 


with 158 subscriptions. later, 
‘hey had jumped into 7th place with 
370 subscriptions and became Big Ten 
Champions. Layman and other Penn 


State Forty Eighters believed that they 
would even better job the follow- 
ing year. Well, they moved into 5th 
place with 577 subscriptions. That’s 
207 better year’s total and 
they hope even better the com- 
ing year. 

For years they have placed STAR 
subscriptions state hospitals. They 
still do, but now they have 
list other places where THE STAR 
likely read many people. 
Many thanks our 40&8 pals Penn- 
sylvania for their wonderful support. 
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special 40&8 issue 


Minn. 


The Grand Voiture Louisiana 
came 4th with subscriptions. 
Grand STAR Chairman, L.S. “Buck” 
Hooper, Shreveport, worked like Tro- 
jen keep the home state well 
the Big Ten Champions. His 
letters and circulars, calling 
for more STAR support, were not re- 
siricted the Voitures and officers 
the Louisiana Grand Voiture. Some 
were sent other Grand Voitures and 
officers the National Forty Eight. 

Louisiana 40&8 
dis tributed 
copies the 


THE 
and 
reprint 
THE 
report 
National 
last year the 
St. Paul, 


pared 
and Sam Michael, 
Baton Rouge, took THE STARs 
the convention. Buck has been working 
real hard for the establishment 
STAR Chairman Nationale. Grand Chef 
Maurice McKeniry, Slidell, 
horts aided and abetted this 


resolution during interim 


Promenade National St. Paul, and 
more than likely will make follow-up 
Beach, Florida, this year. This idea 
vigorously supported many 40&8ers. 
are encouraged, for, implement- 
ed, would the greatest thing tha: 
ever happened THE STAR since 
1944, when Woiture National, Forty and 
Eight, adopted us. 


Voiture Massachusetts 
(Third) 


the past three 
years the Massa- 
chusetts Grand 
Voiture’s STAR 
subscription drive 
sky rocketed 
subscriptions 
1960. They 
copped 
place the 
TEN this year. 
All this has come 
about since Hen- 
rie “Hank” Henri Gamache 
che, Holden, was appointed Grande 
Directur STAR 1957. After land- 
ing 8th place last year with 350 sub- 


BIG TEN 


Grand Voiture Louisiana (Fourth) 


“Buck” Hooper 


CHAMPIONS 


goal double the 1959 figure. Frankly 
thought that our old friend, Hank, 
had bitten off more than could chew, 
but came through with spare. 
has determined bunch Forty 
Eighters backing him. 

Solomon Provost, Hadley Falls, 
sparked the drive that gave THE STAR 
Trophy for percentage participation 
Hampshire County Voiture 474 for the 
year. They had 100% 
participation. Suffolk Voiture 543 was 
runner-up with 80.8%. Voiture 543 al- 
won the “Cozza Brothers” trophy 
with 287 subscriptions. The runner-up 
here was Middlesex Voiture 41. 

The hardest working Voyageurs, 
Hank dubbed “STAR They 
were: Frank Brockhoven, Boston, Solo- 
mon Provost, Hadley Falls, George 
Paris, Roxbury, William Conlon, Dra- 
cut, and Martin Hession, Somerville. 

Well, “Hustling Hank” has now set 
the goal 1,000 and believe that 
our Forty Eight friends Massachu- 
setts will see that makes it. 


Palmetto Grand Voiture, Carolina 


(Second) 

The Palmetto Grand Voiture turned 
1,265 STAR subscriptions. This was 
more subscriptions than their Grand 
Voiture membership, which was 1,224 
June 30, 1960. There are words 
express our appreciation for this bet- 
ter than 100% Grand 
pation. They were just subscriptions 
short their all out effort capture 
the top spot. While retaining second 
place, they bettered last year’s score 
404. 

Grand Correspon- 
dani Thomas 
Williams, Colum- 
bia, 
April 21. was 
one our most 
devoted 
and ardent 
supporter THE 
STAR. Tom and 
wife Helen visit- 
12, 1959. 
will 
memory 

that visit for Thomas Williams 
was rich experience for THE STAR 
Staff. the years that Tom led 
THE STAR campaign 
South Carolina, never placed lower than 
5th. After Tom’s death Marvin Bus- 
bee, Columbia, was the helm for the 
remainder the year and kept 
things humming. South Carolina’s suc- 
cess was also due the tireless efforts 
The Rev. Robert Balnicky, Grand 
STAR Chairman, Union. His own Voi- 
ture 576 won the Williams 


trophy with better than 
pation. Wow! that’s real mark for 
other Voitures shoot at. 

The new Grand STAR Chairman 
Thomas Williams, ‘Greenville. 
Norbert Craine, Spartanburg, was 
chosen Grand Correspondant. Under 
their leadership, our South Carolina 
Champions are expected have an- 
other successful year. 


Grand Voiture California 
(First) 

Our hats off the Grande Voiture 
California, our Champion Cham- 
pions for consecutive years. 1953 
they had reported only subscriptions. 

1954, they zoomed the 
with tremendous score 2,016. The 
following year they turned 1,961 
subscriptions. their years the 
top their score was never below 1,253. 
This was another great year for our 
Forty Eight friends California. 
Their 1,354 total better than last 
year’s score. 

Grand STAR 
Chairman Robert 
Dishman, Whitti- 
er, was enthu- 


but there were 
many others who 


STAR Chairman 
Baldy Voiture 
104 died last Sep- 


tember, his friends 

started 

his memory. For years THE STAR was 
Walt’s most important program, and 
was his wish see Baldy Voiture 
top this year. They made it, and the 
Voyageur who took over and did 
splendid job after Walt’s death was 
A.V. “Duke” Dauciunas, St. Gabriel. 
They won two the three trophies and 
the other one went 
1341. 

There has been definite increase 
the number subscriptions hos- 
pitals, medical and nursing schools, etc., 
thanks California Voyageurs. 

A.V. “Duke” Dauciunas was appoint- 
Grand STAR Chairman for 1960-61. 
advising his appointment 
“Duke” wrote, want this 
banner year and gosh, 
best make one.” “Duke” has the 
spirit Champion and has already 
shown that can really hustle, 
California should have another great 
year. 

our Forty Eight Champions 
California, extend our sincere ap- 
preciation and gratitude, and all 
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our Forty Eight friends everywhere, 
thanks million and may all your 
children grow STAR salesmen. 


YOUR COOPERATION URGED 


THE STAR makes every effort 
keep tab all 40&8 subscriptions that 
come in, and credit the proper Voi- 
tures, but this tougher job than 
really should be. Your cooperation 
complying with the following sugges- 
tions would minimize errors, avoid de- 
lays and eliminate unnecessary work: 

TYPE names and 
complete ADDRESSES instead writ- 
ing them, 

2.-Do not send cash stamps. Make 
checks money orders PAYABLE 
THE STAR. 

sure include your VOITURE 
NUMBER. 

changing address, send old 
and new address. 

5.- June postmark deadline for 
subscription credit each year. Subscrip- 
tions bearing later postmarks will 
credited the new year. 

6.- Subscriptions for two years 
more are credited the year which 
they are sent. credit carried over 
from one year the next. 

L.B. M.R.B. 


SUMMARY FORTY EIGHT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS STATES: 


California 1,354 (1) 
South Carolina 1,265 (2) 961 
Massachusetts 708 (8) 350 
Louisiana 642 (3) 681 
Pennsylvania 577 (7) 370 
North Carolina 558 (4) 482 
Missouri 543 (9) 346 
Michigan 536 (11) 301 
Maryland 362 (10) 345 
Arizona 358 (13) 168 
Ohio 262 (6) 405 
Georgia 146 (5) 420 
New York 142 (12) 228 
Connecticut 136 (23) 
Minnesota 128 (14) 
West Virginia (15) 
North Dakota (22) 
Florida (19) 
Wisconsin (28) 
Arkansas (20) 
Kansas (16) 
Texas (17) 
Virginia (27) 
Alabama (21) 
South Dakota NONE 
Oregon (26) 
(24) 
New Hampshire NONE 
Wyoming NONE 
Colorado NONE 
Tennessee 
Washington, D.C. 
Indiana NONE 
Nebraska (18) 
Mississippi 
lowa NONE 
Idaho NONE 
Rhode Island 

Kentucky NONE 
Washington NONE 
New Jersey NONE NONE 
Alaska NONE 
TOTAL 8,353 6,933 


States not listed not have subscriptions 
from Voyageurs far know. 


The number parenthesis indicates 
Grand Voiture position 


Carville Abounds American Legion Auxiliary 


Generosity 


Mrs. Henry Ahnemiller, Wash- 
ington, National Rehabilitation Chairman, 
American Legion Auxiliary, examines 
THE STAR the pressroom her visit 
here last November. Mrs. Ahnemiller was 
impressed with the publication 
she will “talk STAR” her travels about 
the country. 
would take this allotted space, and 
then some, just list the numerous 
projec:s sponsored the American 
Legion Auxiliary this hospital. The 
most recent was the presentation 
Gray Audograph recorder 
criber the school. This was gift 
from the Louisiana Department, and 
the personal project Mrs. Lucille 
Amacker, Bogalusa, Dept. President 
Mrs. Howard Schmidt, Clin- 
ton, Sixth District President, made the 
presentation July the com- 
mencement exercises behalf 
Mrs. Amacker who was unable at- 
tend. 


While voluntary contributions from 
many units make-up the working capi- 


for the Auxiliary activities here, 


the local B.L. Spann Unit 188, under 
the perennial leadership Mrs. Aline 
Stribbling that carries through with 
the projects. Members Nicholson 
Unit 38, Baton Rouge, are ever ready 
give helping hand. The units who 
helped make THE STAR Communi- 
Christmas Party success are far too 
many mention here. 

The ALA also contributes generously 
the support THE STAR program. 

Units from states and the District 
Columbia turned grand total 
STAR subscriptions this year. 
This 151 better than last year’s total. 
This was outstanding year, for only 
once did they better and that was 
1955, when they reported 
scriptions. 

For the fourth consecutive year Ohio 
has placed first and California second 
the ALA’s STAR subscription drive. 
Ohio turned 183 subscriptions, Calif. 
150. Florida was with 136, and 
Louisiana 4th with 112, special salute 
each these four states for bettering 
the 100 subscription mark this year. 

are encouraged the increas 


ing number subscriptions being di- 
rected hospitals, schools, religious 
and public reading places. 
shows that more and more units are 
becoming aware the far reaching ef- 
fects that these well placed copies 
our publication have promoting 
better public understanding this dis- 
ease. Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Louisiana 
Dept. Pres., Lake Charles, Unit 
the leader plan get the Louisi- 
ana Department place 
scriptions every public library the 
state. Mrs. Leonard, 3rd Dist. Presi- 
dent, Lafayette, reported subscriptions 
every public library her 
This plan fast gaining support 
other districts well. seems that 
Mrs. Primrose’s idea destined suc- 
ceed. would like encourage the 
subscriptions this direction. 

THE STAR received two generous 
checks again this year from the 
Welfare Fund the Louisiana Depart- 
ment The American Legion and the 
American Legion Auxiliary add- 
our educational fund. 

THE STAR growing project 
your great national organization. 
part your rehabilitation program, 
know that you great ladies will contin- 
your wonderful support 
STAR and will correct misconceptions 
about so-called leprosy every oppor- 
tunity. 

thank you for your generous con- 
tributions our educational program, 
your fine letters, and for your friendly 
Visits. 

Before giving the summary THE 
would like remind you print 
type complete name and address and 
include unit number, when sending 
subscriptions. Please not send stamps 
cash. Make checks money orders 
payable THE STAR. 

L.B. M.R.B. 

Now for the Summary. 

Ohio 183, California 150, Florida 136, 
Louisiana 112, New York 84, Illinois 74, 
Pennsylvania 70, 62, Oregon 60, 
Washington 59, New Jersey 58, Massa- 
chusetts 54, Missouri 36, Kansas 34, In- 
diana 33, Colorado 32, Dakota 32, 
Wisconsin 31, Alaska 28, Texas 22, Ne- 
braska 17, Virginia 17, Kentucky 17, 
Minnesota 14, Michigan 13, Tennessee 
13, Connecticut 11, New Hampshire 11, 
New Mexico 11, Georgia 10, Maryland 
land Utah Virginia Arizona 
Oklahoma Arkansas Idaho Ala- 
bama Washington, D.C. Caro- 
lina and Delaware 
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the full Fourth July program here was the two 50-star United States flags—one B.L. 


Spann Post 188, American Legion, and another the hospital—by Lester Noggle, Commander the Metairie (La.) Post 
the Legion. The presentation, above left, was made between innings softball game July Noggle, center, pre- 
sents one flag Joe Martinez, the local Legion Post, and the other Bob Michael, (r.) Recreation Director here. 

Commander Noggle was accompanied Miss Madeline Deck, officer the First District, American Legion Aux- 
iliary, and Mr. and Mrs. George the Brauner Post and Unit 307, all New Orleans. 

bat the center picture Billy Cannon, former Louisiana State University football star and now with the Houston, 
Texas, Oilers. Also taking part the game were former LSU stars Johnny Robinson, now with the Dallas, Texas, Texans 
and Jimmy Taylor, now with the Green Bay, Wis., Packers. The softball game was part the activities which ushered 
the Fourth July celebration. Sam Michael, Baton Rouge Voiture 340, Forty and Eight, made arrangements for 
the softball game and the appearance the three LSU football favorites. 


right, the patients dance the music Baton Rouge the two-day celebration. The dance 
was also sponsored the 40&8 entertainment fund. 


Taking part the holiday events was Maurice McKeniry, Slidell, La., Grand Chef Gare Louisiana. attend- 
the ball game the third and was back for the dance the next evening. 


Both the softball game and the dance were made possible through the entertainment fund the National 40&8, ad- 


ministered the Carville Coordinating Committee the Grand Voiture Louisiana. Frank Nesom Baton Rouge, 
chairman that committee and this year did his usual bang-up job. 


BINGO! 


rock roll teenage party, and the 
patients here have had abundant op- 
portunity satiate their appetites for 
the game recent weeks. 

games sponsored various patient or- 
ganizations, (in which the must 
pay play) there have been 
“freeology” games, they are known 
locally, which costs the patient 
nothing get his card. 

May 29, the entertainment fund 
the National 40&8 
with the Point Clair Lions Club, spon- 
sored bingo game Lake Johansen 
for the handicapped. July 10, all 
patients were invited the ballroom 
for session “Las Vegas Bingo” so- 
called because the winners are awarded 
silver dollars. This session also was 
the 40&8. Both are annual events. 

between came the annual bingo 
game sponsored group Baton 
Rouge Forty and Fred Han- 
sen, Chairman, Mike Acosta Day, 
June 26. The day observed mem- 
ory the late Mike Acosta, Baton 
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Rouge Forty Eighter, who gave un- 
stintingly his time toward entertain- 
ment here. 


bingo required any skill, the pa- 
tients here would formidable foes 
for any expert. 

MINIATURE GOLF 


The Forty entertainment 
fund was tapped sponsor prizes for 
contests our miniature golf course 
recently. The course was crowded with 
men and women players, and they all 


RECORDS 


large supply 45rpm_ 


‘mostly popular music, and the inevita- 


ble rock roll, have been donated 
the hospital DeWitt Tilden the 
Company, New Orle- 
ans. The records will used the 
juke box and the ball games. 

Mr. Tilden Forty Eighter, and 
his interest Carville was aroused 
another Forty Eighter, Maurice Pen- 
der, New Orleans, Grand Chef Passe 
the Voiture Louisiana. Tilden 


and Pender are members Voiture 
108. 


your next visit New Orleans 
MARY JANE’S 
the Vieux Carre 
400 Dauphine St. 

Happy songs convivial atmosphere 
The nite spot with the piano bar 
Meet the Hostess with the Mostest 

Free Parking for Patrons 


Health Education Program 
Forwarded 


Miss Elsa Nelson, who heads the 
Health Education program here was 
New Orleans, May 18-21 meet with 
Educators, 
June, Miss Nelson was Dallas 
discuss Carville’s Health Education 
program with State Directors Health 
Miss Nelson was Wash- 
ington, D.C., June attend Health 
Education Research Committee meet- 
ing the staff the Public Health 
Education Branch. 

June and July, Miss Nelson con- 
tinued hold one-day seminars here 
for visiting groups from Louisiana and 
Mississippi, mostly medical 
ing students. 
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TRE Print Shop 
Going Concern 


THE STAR print shop has just com- 
the printing 28- illus- 
trated “Handbook for 
our print shop’s most recent and most 
ambitious undertaking date. 


Willard Cannon, Medical Social Work- 
er, with assist from Dr. John Robert- 
sen and the Rev. Carl Elder, com- 
piled the handbook. John Duffy, Medi- 
cal Illustration Section, responsible 
for most the photography. 


Aim the handbook is, according 
the foreword, provide the patient 
with “reliable information about the 
disease for which you will treated, 
the hospital which will your home 
for while and the general pattern 
life this hospital.” 


The handbook was printed between 
issues THE STAR and concrete 
evidence that the magazine’s air con- 
ditioned print shop going concern 
year round. The Miehle Vertical press, 
given THE STAR the National 
Forty and Eight does yeoman service. 
Printing invitations and cards for 
the members the Carville High School 
graduating class (our annual gift 
the graduates) has just been completed 
well programs for the commence- 
ment exercises. addition, the print 
heads for all patient organizations and 
prints programs for all special events 
plus tremendous volume special 
articles which distribute part 
our educational program. 


This not accomplished under the 
easiest circumstances. The linotype 
beat-up Navy surplus machine and 
trial the skill our linotypist, 
Roberts. Bill Webber, whose job 
operate the folding machine, also 
learning operate the linotype. 
These men are largely self-taught ex- 
cept for Roberts who learned the funda- 
mentals linotyping under Hank Si- 
mon. His present skill, however, the 
result hard work and his own initia- 
tive. 


While the print shop considered 
vocational training for staffers, 
(two employed the PHS and one 
THE STAR) think offers 
far more productive field this direc- 
tion than now being cultivated. For 
example, with printer, 
the print shop could improve consider- 
ably its training and with 
linotype the program could expanded. 


The hospital adminisrattion now 
looking for another linotype, under- 
stand, but the meanwhile, the famil- 
iar chug-chug the press and the rat- 
tle the linotype will continue fill 
the air THE STAR’s 


READ AND ALONG 


Congratulations, 
Delta Zeta 


The New Orleans Alumni Chapter 
the Delta Zeta Sorority recently spon- 
sored benefit bridge party the Tu- 
lane University Student Cen-er, with 
the proceeds amounting $200 going 
the Jolly Social Club here. (The 
JSC’s members are the severely handi- 
capped patients this hospital.) Mrs. 
Samuel Hottinger, sent the gener- 
ous check Special Services. Mrs. Er- 
nest Provensal and Mrs. Frank Tim- 
othy, co-chairmen the project, worked 
enthusiastically insure its success. 
interest that Mrs. Glenwood Tom- 
kins, daughter Mrs. G.H. Faget and 
the late Dr. Faget, pioneer sulfone ther- 
apist, member the chapter. 


Mrs. Pauline Stout, member the 
Delta Zeta Alumni Mississippi South- 
ern, Hattiesburg, sent the Jolly Social 
Club check for $55. Mrs. Stout has 
been interested the Delta Zeta pro- 
ject Carville for more than decade. 


The Delta Zeta Alumni Oklahoma 
City, recently staged benefit luncheon 
and style show with portion the 
proceeds going the Jolly Social Club. 


Delta Zeta Active and Alumni Chap- 
ters around the country continue 
demonstrate fine interest Carville 
and they deserve congratulation, 


* * * 


Carville Remembers 
Culion 


The “Barbara sailing from 
New Orleans, August will carry 
shipment 639 pounds clothing 
for the patients the Culion 
tarium the island Palawan, Philip- 
pines. Many these patients 
homes damaged and almost all their 
personal possessions during the disas- 
trous typhoons which struck the island 
late last year. 


THE STAR sponsored the collection 
clothing Carville, with the approv- 
the Medical Officer Charge Dr. 
Johnwick. Carville patients 
responded magnificently our request. 
The Philippine Consulate New Or- 
leans, cooperated. 


THE STAR earlier acted liaison 
secure financial help for the disaster 
victims Culion from the American 
Legion ALA sent 
for $2,500 from its Disaster Fund. 
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Willen Bellanger (center left) outgoing 
President the Point Clair Lions Club, 
who has made splendid record during his 


two terms office, shown here handing 


the gavel Rod Gutierrez, the incoming 
D.G. Sam Cashio the left and 


Albert Vince right. 


District Governor (8N) Lions In- 
Maringouin, La., installed the officers 
the Point Clair Lions Club 
here June 29. was “ladies’ day” 
and the energetic DG, already well- 
known here, made many new friends. 


Following the reading 
Club’s 1959-60 activities report and the 
installation ceremonies, box supper 
served alfresco, was enjoyed. Lion 
bert Vince Maringouin was guest. 


Rod Gutierrez the newly elected 
President the Point Clair Club, one 
only three Lions Clubs the world 
functioning hospital for Hansen’s 
disease. The other two are Kalaupapa 
and Hale Mohalu, Hawaii. 


Patients’ Federation Officers Named 


Perea, one Carville’s old timers, 
the new President the Patients’ 
Federation, Perea, with four other pa- 
tients, all selected popular vote, will 
serve the Executive Board the 
Federation for 1960-61. 


The function the Patients’ Feder- 
between the the pa- 
tients. The Federation also responsi- 
ble for supervision the Patients’ Can- 
teen. 


Four Graduate from Hospital 
High School 


The proud moment for which three 
patients this hospital had worked 
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long and diligently, two 
ing overcome terrific physical handi- 
caps, came the evening July 
when they received their diplomas from 
the hospital high school. The graduates 
were Melchor Santos, Humberto 


“Buddy” Negron and Alfredo Yzaguirre. 
fourth patient who was awarded 
diploma, did not attend the commence- 
ment exercises and she asked not 
identified. 


Carville School Graduates Three pa- 
tients this who received diplo- 
mas from the hospital high school, July 28, 


are (from left) Melchor Santos, Alfredo 
Yzaguirre and Humberto “Buddy” Negron. 

The audience, patients, staff, and 
friends the graduates from Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans, watched at- 
tentively the graduates marched 
down the aisle the hospital auditori- 
the strains “Pomp and Cir- 
cumstance” played Walter Chin 
the piano. 


class salutatorian, Humberto Ne- 
gron gave the welcome address and 
Melchor Santos gave the valedictory 
The young men were poised and both 
addresses were clear cut, and showed 
careful preparation. Alfredo Yzaguirre 


Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff Liberal 
Synagogue, Baton Rouge, was the com- 
mencement speaker. meaningful 
address, Rabbi Reznikoff congratulated 
the graduates and said, “You, the mem- 
bers the graduating class have en- 
Yiched the earth and mind our com- 
munity here your creative efforts.” 
love has worked miracles 


T.H. Rickman, Jr., Chief, Special 
Services, presented the diplomas. The 


invocation was given Father Alcuin 
the Rev. Oscar Harris, Resident Chap- 
lains. 


The Lions Club awards for outstand- 
ing scholastic achievement were present- 
Rod Gutierrez, President, Point 
Clair Lions Club, and the American 
Legion Auxiliary (B.L. Spann Unit 
188) awards were presented Mrs. 
Howard Schmidt, Clinton, La., Sixth 
District ALA President. 


The commencement exercises were 
followed the Senior Prom the 
Patio with music provided the 
Dance Timers Baton Rouge, through 
the courtesy Baton Rouge Local 
538 the American Federation 
Musicians and the Trust Funds the 
Recording Industry. 


And now, ladies and gentlemen, give you 


“the Skylarks,” Emcee Alfredo Yzaguirre 
(at the mike) introduced Carville’s newest 
musical group, playing for dance the 
patio, July The Skylarks, all patients 
this hospital, are r.) Ernest Perez 
with the bass guitar, Garza, guitar and 
soloist, George Hunkin, drums, and L.W. 
Fola, electric Hawaiian steel guitar. 


noted for its songs, and our 
Skylarks made hit that department. 
With their songs and guitars they will, 
doubt, provide many musical frolic here. 


SPORTS 


The Carville Indians, the all-patient 
softball team, has advanced the finals 
the River League softball playoffs. 
The Indians will meet Southern Bell 
Baton Rouge August for the 
League Championship. 


Whether not the Indians cop the 
trophy, the local boys have made 
fine record this year, competing against 
seven other visiting teams the League, 
from Baton Rouge. 
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Dr. Lee Pettit Gay, (above) dis- 
tinguished allergist, internist and medi- 
cal educator, died June apparently 
heart attack, Barcelona, Spain, 
where had travelled with Mrs. Gay 
present paper the meeting 
the International Society Allergists. 
addressed the same two years 
ago its meeting Paris, France. 

Dr. Gay’s untimely death the age 
gy, general medical education, 
his patients, and the countless thou- 
sands who knew personally 
warm and devoted friend. Car- 
ville who knew him well, 
leged have been counted among his 
friends. 

Dr. Gay was intensive worker and 
was when left for Spain, 
but characteristically, ignored and 
continued active his service hu- 
manity until the very end. 

native Leeper, Wayne County, 
Missouri, Dr. Gay graduated from the 
Washington University School Medi- 
cine 1918. later became instruc- 
tor medicine that school. prac- 
ticed medicine St. Louis for about 
years where was member the 
staff St. Mary’s and Memorial Com- 
munity Hospital. was former chief 
the medical staff St. Louis Coun- 
Hospital, and visiting staff member 
St. Luke’s Barnes, and the Frisco 
Employees Hospitals. 

Dr. Gay had farm home Osage 
City, Mo., which retired 1954, 
but only briefly. opened office 
Jefferson City, Mo., 1955, and had 
active practice. 

Dr. Gay served overseas the Army 
Medical Corps lieutenant World 


War was major World War II. 

Dr. Gay was member the Ameri- 
can College Physicians, diplomate 
the Board Internal Medicine, 
member the American College Al- 
lergists, International Society Aller- 
gists, the American Medical 
tion, well member the usual 
local and state societies. 

Dr. Gay became interested allergic 
diseases 1928 through study his 
own allergic episodes and was the au- 
thor numerous scientific articles 
the subject allergy. 


Dr. Gay and Hansenosis 


Dr. Gay was firm his belief that 
“any disease doubtful unknown 
etiology usually allergy”. point- 
out that the etiology Hansenosis 
(he preferred that term) more than 
doubtful. 

“There has been 
duced prove that the Hansen bacillus 
the causative organism. cannot 
grown outside the body the original 
host, nor can transmitted hu- 
man volunteers laboratory ani- 
concluded that, Han- 
sen bacillus either symbiont prob- 
ably organism low grade infectivi- 
ty. ... The other course, and the only one 
which can actually explain the Hansen 
syndrome, allergic reaction the 
body tissue the 
This explanation would make Hansen- 
osis symptom and not disease. 
Temperature elevations Hansenosis 
are atypical and atypical temperature 
elevations allergic episodes are com- 
mon.” 

Dr. Gay thought that recovery 
Hansen’s disease would hastened 
certain pulse dietary techniques, which 
had found effective treating other 
allergic conditions, and proposed 
trial these techniques, his own ex- 
pense, group patients Carville. 


Dr. Gay and Carville 


Dr. Gay made his first visit Car- 
ville March, 1955, and found him 
keen observer, and indepen- 
dent thinker, which there are far too 
few the field so-called leprosy. 
returned January 1957 confer with 
the Carville medical staff hoping 
permitted give his theory trial here, 
and proved right wrong. Appar- 
ently the time was not ripe for such 
unorthodox approach 
his guns and copy his paper 
sen’s Syndrome: Theory”, file 
the office the Surgeon General, 
the U.S. Public Health Service, 


Gay, M.D.: Tribute 


possible future use”. THE STAR also 
has copy. 


Warm, Human Side 


letter THE STAR, Dr. Gay’s 
secretary wrote, “If ever work 
again will hard adjust an- 
other physician because Dr. Gay was 
the most thoughtful and kind person 
have ever met-either out the 
medical too, knew Dr. 
Gay’s warm, human side. one occa- 
sion cancelled plans for impor- 
tant medical conference New Orleans, 
and used the time find job for 
ex-Carville patient. Such was the hu- 
manity Lee Pettit Gay. will al- 
ways remember him scientist 
audacious imagination and loyal 
friend.—S.S. 


* * * 


Carville Welcomes New Chaplain 
from page 


visits, however, and had idea 
that time that would find himself 
Carville later. 

The 46-year-old chaplain came here 
from Camp LeJeune, Second Marine 
Division, Jacksonville, N.C. Prior 
that served aboard various ships and 
training stations and was for 
months vessels taking part the 
Korean Conflict. Before entering the 
service was pastor the First Bap- 
tist Church, Blowing Rock, N.C, 
was there from 1947 until 1950. 

Rev. Harris attended Mars Col- 
lege, Mars Hill, N.C., and received his 
degree from Wake Forest. re- 
ceived his Bachelor Divinity from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Louisville, Ky. 

Rev. Harris and his family occupy 
the chaplain’s quarters the station. 
has one son, Gerald, 14. Mrs. Harris 
organist, pianist and choir direc- 
tor and will take part church activi- 
ties. Gerald plays the tuba the 
trumpet, 

Rev. Harris avid reader and 
has taken golf but says, just 

Carville’s early impressions Chap- 
lain Harris are all good. 


* 


New Rehab Chief 
(cont’d from page 


the University California School 
Public Health Berkeley, recently. 

Dr. Nicol told THE STAR was 
pleasantly surprised see what Car- 
ville really like. 
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Patient 


dispute between New Zealand 
patient isolated the Island 
kogai the Fijis, British colony, and 
the medical there over the 
latter’s strict segregation policies, neither 
side brings out what is, our 
opinion, the most telling factor the 
whole controversy: That years ago 
the International Congress Lepro- 
logy (Havana) reiterated its earlier con- 
tients special islands. 


The controversy first appeared the 
public print, the best our know- 
ledge, the Christchurch city) New 
Zealand PRESS April, 1960. 
patient wrote letter the editors 
attacking the strict isolation policies 
the medical department, and the paper 
printed the same edition reply from 
the medical department. 


The patient’s contentions, think, 
are well taken. There can doubt, 
our opinion, that segregation iso- 
lation patients has been dismal 
failure. The patient says, and truth, 
“As result great research work 
now known that leprosy not highly 
infectious but rather mildly and with 
reasonable precautions taken, no- 
thing feared.” 


That strict segregation isolation 
defeats its own purpose, THE STAR 
has often said, convincingly expressed 
the patient’s statement: “Makogai 
has always been closed book, forbid- 
den topic, name, mentioned all, 
only with reference official visits 
philanthropic deeds--a name, over the 
past, that has driven into hiding hun- 
dreds unfortunates infected with lep- 
rosy, who, when finally discovered 
the Fiji medical authorities, were well 
advanced the disease.” 


The patient and other patients 
-some whom voluntarily sought 
treatment find that their 
wives and families are left without pro- 
tection support. The hope that most 
the patients felt upon first seeking 
treatment Makogai has turned 
despair and then apathy, the patient 
said. 


This understandable, the patient 
points out that visitors the “special 
island” can come only the bi-yearly 
visitors ships and these can used only 
those who have the money afford 
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it. Thus, many the patients realize 
that there little chance seeing their 
families Makogai and none seeing 
their children, who are not permitted 
the island until they reach set age. 


its reply, the medical department 
apparently bases the majority its case 
the fact that control measures must 
vary with the location. some respects, 
however, they appear have gone 
little overboard. 


For example, they say that one the 
“devoted sisters” Makogai developed 
the disease six months ago. true 
that such case has been reported 
(STAR, May-June 1960) but they ne- 
glect point out that this was “nega- 
tive” case and the first claimed 
years, 


They say that so-called leprosy not 
highly infectious when compared with 
smallpox. This ridiculou com- 
parison. So-called leprosy 
parison, So-called leprosy admittedly 
even less infectious 
and one would even think isolat- 
ing patients special islands, nor 


The patient quotes from the VII 
International Congress Leprology 
(Tokyo 1958) support his case, but 
think could have gone even far- 
ther back than that for his best con- 
tention. 1948, the International 
Congress said part (but not out 
context) 


“The committee recommends that the 
leprosarium should situated the 
proximity urban center with easy 
means communications. 


“The site should planned with 
view not only the proper functioning 
the institution, but also the ma- 
and moral welfare the 


“The committee reiterates the formal 
condemnation, already stated, 
lation patients special islands.” 


think the patient could have said 
this and rested his case. could have 
cited the example Australia’s Peel 
Island which has been abandoned 
colony. 


patient his right mind going 
come forward and seek treatment 
when knows that will made 
virtual prisoner for having done so. 


Speaking Books and Authors 


Hawaii Bob Krauss (Cow- 
ard-McCann) “rollicking, brash, 
tender, visit the 
50th says the blurb the dust 
jacket, and enthusiastically agree. 
You can pick Krauss’ new book and 
read any chapter random and enjoy 
it. liked every chapter but one, and 
the enjoyment that otherwise appeal- 
ing chapter “Molokai: Ha- 
waiian Love was marred for 
Krauss’ frequent use the word 
“leper” designate the patients 
Kalaupapa (Molokai) Hansen’s Disease 
Settlement. 

tient, now Carville, read the chap- 
ter, and “tell what you think about 
knew the couple whose love 
story the chapter told, and said 
was all true, but added: didn’t 
like the way presents Kalaupapa. 
makes sound hideous. Some des- 
criptions patients’ disfigurements are 
exaggerated. much emphasis 
horror, and brings out little the 
new concepts. course, know such 
presentation will attract lot read- 
ers but 

Krauss, billed best 
read newspaper columnist”, has written 
about Kalaupapa before. sympa- 
thetic and understanding column about 
Kalaupapa Krauss once wrote for his 
paper the HONOLULU ADVERTIS- 
ER, August 25, 1954, avoided use 
the odious word, but that column was 
written for home consumption, and 
Hawaii, Hansen’s disease officially 
accepted term. One seldom 
word “leprosy” today’s Hawaiian 
press, much less its ugly offspring. Mr. 
Krauss’ deflection brings mind some 
lines from Robert Browning: 

“Just for handful silver left 
us, 

Just for riband stick his coat.” 


* * * 

The Kate Mayhew Speake Penny 
Temperance Award for novel the 
theme temperance, open members 
the National League American 
Pen Women, was recently awarded 
Mrs. Thelma Thompson Slayden, au- 
thor Physician, Heal Thyself. 

Her award-winning book was written 
the request group physicians 
within Alcoholics Anonymous who 
found their recovery from alcoholism 
through the 

Mrs. Slayden, member the At- 
lanta, Ga., Branch the organization, 
the author four novels with factual 
hospital backgrounds. One her novels, 
Make Haste, Beloved published 
1952, has Carville background, and 
helped our educational program. 
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Case the Missing Clerk 
And His Flight from Fear 


from page 


His reaction wasn’t unusual. People 
have shivered the word, leprosy, for 
generations. 


Even today, leprosy wears medieval 
garment terror. seldom kills and 
even its legendary ability cripple, 
blind and deform has been curbed. 


The first big breakthrough came 
1874 when Armauer Hansen, the 
Norwegian physician, isolated the or- 
ganism which causes leprosy. The next 
came 1940 when Dr. Guy Faget, 
U.S. Public Health Service officer, 
was made director the National Lep- 
rosarium Carville, La., and experi- 
mented with the sulfone drugs. 


The effect the experiment and 
subsequent treatment legislation was 
wonderful. California, there are 
laws requiring Hansen’s disease patients 


But Walter Bigges didn’t know that. 


was not identified until the next 
morning when Sgt. Wilson 
report his arrest. asked Dr. Tid- 
ings make examination. 


found,” Dr. Tidings 
“that Bigges had read lot about lep- 
rosy and actually thought had 
about years before, when had 
similar skin eruption. But that time 
the rash disappeared. forgot about 
it. 


“When came back panicked, 
and ran. 


examination showed didn’t 
have leprosy. Instead had disease 
which—unlike leprosy—was 
variably fatal 1942. was due 
kill him very few months. And 
had tell him so. 


“This wasn’t unusual. Most people 
who suspect they have leprosy don’t 
have it. But Bigges’ reaction the 
news that must die was distinct 
shock. 


“He sighed with relief 


I’m one the lucky ones. 
The luckiest man 


“Bigges was terrified that didn’t 
care what had, just long 
wasn’t leprosy.” 

“He died eight months later.” 
Reprinted from the Los Angeles EX- 
AMINER. “Case the Missing Clerk” 
one series true stories called 


White” appearing the 
EXAMINER. 


Editor 
Nominated for 1959 
Service Award 


Stanley Stein, editor THE STAR, 
published patients the U.S. Public 
Health Service Hospital Carville, has 
just been named semifinalist the 
Lane Bryant Annual Awards competi- 
tion and has been honored with cita- 
tion recognition outstanding ser- 
vice 1959. 


Stein was nominated for this award 
his chaplain, Rabbi Marvin Rezni- 
koff the Liberal Synagogue, Baton 
Rouge. 


The citation means that Stanley Stein 
among those being actively considered 
for one two awards $1,000 given 
annually encourage voluntary partici- 
pation efforts designed 
American home and community life. 
One award made individual 


Established 1948, the Lane Bryant 
Annual Awards draw many hundreds 
nominations each year from all over 
the country. These are screened the 
Bureau Applied Social Research 
Columbia University where they are 
subjected five standard criteria 
exclusion determine which are most 
deserving final consideration. Nomi- 
nees surviving this first rigid screening 
are presented with citations. 


Presentation the citations made 
acknowledge candidacy for the awards 
and further acknowledge the achieve- 
ment the candidates attaining that 
status. Another purpose the cita- 
tions focus local attention the 
recipients’ public-spirited efforts. 


Final selection for the awards will 
made panel six judges. They 
are Biddle Duke, President, Inter- 
national Rescue Committee; Kenneth 
Keating, U.S. Senator, New York; 
Dr. Russell Kirk, Editor, “Modern 
James Linden, president, Time, 
James Michener, author, and Basil 
Conner, president, The National Foun- 
dation. 


Awards the group and individual 
chosen the panel judges will 
made 10, the Hotel Plaza 
New York STATE TIMES, 
Baton Rouge, La., July 1960. 


* * * 


THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 


The Sweet All 
Or, How Times Have Changed 


1894, when Louisiana was thrash- 
ing about for place locate its 
“home” (for leprosy patients) the Car- 
ville area was selected because was 
sparsely settled, remote section the 
Louisiana countryside. The Carville 
site was the last resort the federal 
government when, after futile attempts 
locate elsewhere, took over the 
the so-called national leprosarium. 

Today, Carville smack the mid- 
dle one the nation’s fastest grow- 
ing petro-chemical complexes. The 
most recent example this turn 
events the opening Gulf States 
Utilities Company’s Willow Glen power 
generation station miles up-river from 
this hospital, which was dedicated 
June 30. 

the greybeards had tried, they 
could not have located the hospital 
busier area. About six miles the 
south Wyandote Chemical’s 
Geismar Plant; the Ormet Corporation, 
the Olin Mathison Company, has 
aluminum plant Burnside about 
miles from here; and the Goliad Com- 
pany (home base, Houston, Texas) 
building new polyetheline plant 
the site the original Riverside Planta- 
tion, just 314 miles south this hospi- 
tal. fact, all the way from point 
north Baton Rouge New Orleans, 
the river fast becoming lined with 
new and busy industries. 

The development all this industry 
has had effect the patients them- 
selves, but has established one thing: 
That Uncle Sam missed good bet 
real estate the early 1940s. the 
November-December 1944 issue THE 
STAR, the late Dr. G.H. Faget, then 
Medical Officer Charge, announced 
that there was “good prospect” that 
more land would obtained give 
the patients freer and more home- 
like The idea was again discussed 
1946 purchase the whole Point 
Clair, area some 1,800 acres 
cost $70 per acre. 

This fell through and time the 
land was snapped for grazing. To- 
day there are still cattle grazing 
some this land, but now valued 
from $1,000 $1,400 per acre. 

Since the hospital was established, 
the value the land adjoining has 
increased hundredfold. From $10 per 
acre then, $1,000 and today. 

Another result this industrial de- 
velopment has been felt small de- 
gree the employee market. 
understand that when the new in- 
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Dr. Johnwick places the lei Julia Dobbs. The informal ceremony front the 
Recreation Building attracted group patients. Dane and George proudly display 
one the new 50-star flags. 


The patients and staff Kalaupapa 
settlement the island Molokai 
Hawaii have extended the hand 
friendship anew patients Carville. 
This touching Aloha came the form 
lei. 

Preceeding the arrival the lei was 


letter signed Bell, former pa- 
tient Kalaupapa (who had remained 
there employe) and Dr. Herman 
Kramer, Hospital Director. The letter 
puts into words what was expressed 
the lei and said part: 

lei was made here the settle- 


ment and goes with our fondest Alo- 
ha. The word Aloha one the most 
expressive words the Hawaiian 
any other language. means many 
things. greeting love and fare- 
well and welcome. means compas- 
sion, mercy and kindness. Today, one 
the deepest needs mankind the 
need feel sense kinship one with 
another. our sincere wish that this 
gesture will serve strengthen exist- 
ing bonds Aloha between the people 
Carville and the people Kalau- 
papa.” 

The beautiful lei now reposes 
display case the lobby the Recre- 
ation Building here, along with copy 
the letter. 


informal ceremony marking the 
arrival the lei (see cut) Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 
placed around the neck Julia 
Dobbs, attractive wife the then presi- 
dent the Patients’ Federation, and 
secretary the STAR’s editor. 

Kalaupapa the older two insti- 
tutions our new State Hawaii for 
the care and treatment patient. 
more settlement than hospital. 
The other Hale Mohalu, near Pearl 


City. more hospital than settle- 
ment. 


The Sweet Irony All 
Or, How Times Have Changed 


from page 20) 


dustries are under construction poses 
drain non-technical help available 
the hospital. 

With this industrial development has 
come the inevitable residential develop- 
ment. The neighborhood communities 
Prairieville and Dutchtown have de- 
veloped substantially and the little city 
Gonzales, miles from here, 
booming. 

The Mississippi River was once false- 
accused being lazy. Similarly, and 


equally falsely, this hospital was thought. 


the kiss death any area 
which would located. But the 
first thing that happened after the hos- 
pital was located here was increase 
property values, for the hospital pro- 
vided employment not found be- 
fore. Today, the hospital that was 
planted under the sleepy oaks, draped 
with Spanish moss, finds itself being 
surrounded the hustle industry 
and the inevitable made-to-order sub- 
divisions. 
Oh! The sweet irony alll 
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GUESTBOOK 
(cont’d from page 10) 


Ira Peterson, Assistant Chief, Per- 
sonnel Section here, took Miss Benson 
tour the hospital including 
visit THE STAR offices. 


Eye Specialist Visits 


Dr. and Mrs. C.J. Casey 
daughter, St. Louis, Mo., toured the 
hospital June 29. Dr. Casey eye 
specialist and became interested Car- 
ville after hearing paper Dr. James 
Allen, New Orleans, Carville’s Con- 
sultant Ophthalmology, the Ameri- 
can Medical Association convention, 
Miami Beach, Fla. 


Other Guests 


Signatures our Guestbook for July 
also include Sister Elisabeth Steinworth, 
member the Sisters Charity, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, the 
order duty Carville. Sister Elisa- 
beth was route Guatemala, Cen- 
tral America. where she will Assistant 
Director the National School Nurs- 
ing, Guatemala City. Dr. Arthur 
Klassen, Brandon, Manatoba, Canada, 


signed the book July 17. route 
Asuncion, Paraguay, where will 
assume the medical work “Leprosy 
Station Kilometer 81” performed Dr. 
John Schmidt who will return the 
States for furlough this summer. The 
“Leprosy Station” operated 
the Mennonite Central Committee 
and the Paraguayan Mennonites. Mrs. 
Isabel Nelson Barrington, sister- 
in-law Miss Elsa Nelson, Carville’s 
Health Educator, heard much about 
this hospital that she came see for 
herself. Mrs. Nelson signed our Guest- 
book July 20. the same day 
had interesting visitor from the Ba- 
hamas, Dr. Freda Bonner, Nassau. 
Dr. Bonner, WHO fellow, will return 
her duties the Princess Margaret 
Hospital Nassau, after tour the 


U.S. They have small hospital for 
the Bahamas. 


SUBSCRIBERS ATTENTION 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscrip- 
tion, kindly address your envelope to: 
THE STAR 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for 


tions should made payable THE 
STAR. 


SIGN REAL PROGRESS 


Thank you very much for the May-June 
1960 issue THE STAR. was very much 
interested the article page about 
campus the college. Mr. White also made 
quite name for himself the horticultural 
department while was attending here, 
planning return when released from 
the hospital, which hope will very 
soon. 

Please convey the message Mr. White 
that the article about his activities the 
hospital being circulated Mr. Batchel- 
ler, Head the Ornamental Horticulture 
Department, other interested 
parties campus, And along with that 
message, give Mr. White the sincerest 
wishes from all his friends here Cal 
Poly for speedy recovery 
discharge from the hospital. 

McCorkle 

Dean the College 

Calif. State Polytechnic College 
Kellog-Voorhis Campus 
Pomona, Calif. 


Hays White delighted with Dean Mc- 
Corkle’s attitude, and are we. Everyone 
knows, and understands, and this 


should be.—Ed. 
COOPERATION FROM CHICAGO 


We, the Stock Yards District Traffic 
Club were honored the presence Dr. 
Eugene Lutterbeck who was our guest 
speaker June 23. spoke the subject 
“Hansen’s Disease the U.S.” 

Thank you for your kind cooperation and 
for your letter April 25th, 1960. read 
this letter our members and guests pre- 
sent our meeting and attaching here- 
with seven subscriptions. will most 
happy accept the subscription blanks 
which you mentioned your letter and 
distribute them our membership. 

Thank you again and may President 
our Club, wish you and your organi- 
zation every success the wonderful job 
you are doing and personal thanks Dr. 
Eugene Lutterbeck for his most interesting 
talk. 

Patterson, Pres. 
The Stock Yards Dist. Traffic Club 
Chicago, 


Dr. Lutterbeck prominent Chicago 
radiologist with special interest Han- 
sen’s disease. welcome the interest and 
support the Stock Yards District Traffic 
Club our educational program. addition 
the seven subs, one member entered subs 


THE STAR for three the medical 
colleges the Chicago area.—Ed. 


RIGHT CHURCH, WRONG MINISTER 


June issue your fine publication, THE 
STAR. 

After careful reading “In The Press” 
(Page seven Volume 19, Number 
THE STAR), searched files for some 
indication what had said the sermon, 
“The Leper and the Lord”. 

The subject question was one dealt 
with the Rev. Harry Percy, Eastern 
Deputation Secretary the Sudan Interior 
Mission, who was engaged Missionary 
Conference Gonic Baptist Church from 
March through April preached the 
sermon you refer the evening Thurs- 
day, March 31, and showed very helpful 
that everything his message and the film 
was geared better understanding 
the plight those who are suffering from 
Hansen’s disease, showing the social stigma 
attached the disease entirely un- 
warranted. 

Rev. Allen Aardsma 
Gonic Baptist Church 
Gonic. 


DISMAL. TIDINGS 


enclose few clippings from Catholic 
paper “The Tidings’. get every week. 
“Tidings” uses the word often 
and this paper has over 10,000 circulation 
here Los Angeles. 

would like for you explain the 
articles are true and why they use the word 
much. you can, please correct 
them. the disease not contagious 
how come the Sister (in Makogai, Fiji) got 
from attending people with 
disease. Please try correct them and the 
paper putting those stories the front page, 
that why people with Hansen’s are afraid 
come out into the 


subscriber your magazine THE 
STAR. You have fine magazine. 
Mrs. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


TIDINGS, like many other sectarian pub- 
lications, doubt, uses the word “leper” 
for its emotional impact, and often 
pitch promote fund raising. shall con- 
tinue point out, such publications that 


the word “leper” for the patient, sup- 


posedly international However, 
sprouts elsewhere, and will continue 
long the medical world retains 
the parent word leprosy for the 
Reasonable doubt exists whether 


not the Sister actually acquired Hansen’s 
disease Makogai. She was stationed 
another place Fiji one time. Even 
she did acquire the disease Makogai, she 

the first case institutional infection 
there years, and such record should 
ample proof that “the attack rate 
leprosy very low, and under the most 
favorable conditions only five percent ex- 
posed individuals will develop 
tion” (Dr. 


GLAD TIDINGS 


wife and have received your publi- 
cation for year now, since our visit 
your hospital. have learned much about 
Hansen’s disease and since she nurse 
and medical school, have been able 
teach others, through discussion and 
passing our copies THE STAR 
them. 


like thank Dr. William Meyer 
and our guide for the informative and in- 
spiring tour and talk last spring and hope 
can help our end with the campaign 
for knowledge about this long-feared, little 
understood disease. 

Don Boyle 
Iowa City, Iowa 


* * 


THE STAR cover-to-cover must 
for because gives great deal 
material which can use very effectively 
work. 


Robert Eickmeyer, Regional Di- 
rector 

Northeastern Region 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
Stamford, Conn. 


* * * 


THE STAR very interesting and in- 
formative and should like receive other 
copies this magazine. 

Marvis Richardson 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Mich, 


FORTY EIGHTERS AIDERS 


Enjoy reading THE STAR very much. 
Most informative paper its type ever 
Keep the good work. 

Francis Motuzick 

Grand Voiture Conn., 40&8 
Grand Directuer Child Welfare 
Harwinton, Conn. 


* * * 


have been most interested reader 
THE STAR for about two years and wished 
had heard about sooner. 


been Forty and for six 
years, but wasn’t until “Hank” 
Voiture 300 Massachusetts 
took over the Directuer STAR Maga- 
zine for the Dept. Mass., that even 
heard it. 


One the four STAR subscriptions 
entered was for Dr. Heinz Lorge the 
Worcester County Sanatorium (TB) 
which the head physician, feel sure 
that reads with enthusiasm and pro- 
fessional interest. 

This latest subscription for the Wor- 
cester Foundation for Experimental Biolo- 
gy, Shrewsbury, Mass. know that they 
are doing research cancer among other 
things and perhaps this subscription might 
the spark ignite conflagration 
research help conquer Hansen’s disease. 

Keep the good work, especially that 
your campaign enlighten the public, and 
encourage the discontinuance the odious 
term “leprosy”. 

Edgar Lord 

Chef Gare, Voit. 300 
Dept. Mass., 40&8 
Holden, Mass. 
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GUIANA, SOUTH AMERICA 


British Guiana known the Mahaica 
Hospital. few years ago, requested 
you donation for the Hospital Library. 
got the books. Further, some corre- 
ondence passed between you and while 
was Secretary the Mahaica Hospital 
Association. fact unto this 
complimentary copies THE STAR 
are sent the Association. 

present, head master the Lady 
Government School. This school 
situated Lancaster, village adjacent 
the hospital. The children the village 
attend the school. The majority these 
are the offspring parents still hospital- 
ised ex-patients the village. Some 
these children live Home the 
village which maintained the Govern- 
ment. 

presence these children near 
the Hospital due the economic circum- 
stances their parents less than the 
social stigma which still imposed 
children born patients and ex-patients, 
school the village was natural out- 
come these circumstances. The Manager 
the School the Medical Superintendent 
the Hospital, Dr. Chandra. 

The number pupils roll 99. Our 
staff numbers and made male 
and female teachers. All the members 
the staff live the villages around, 

Last year gained successes the 
Primary School Certificate, the Needle- 
work, Woodwork and Gardening Certifi- 
examinations which are adminis- 
tered the Colony’s Education Depart- 
ment. 

Extra-curricular activities include An- 
nual May Exhibition and Fair which 
Crowning of May Queen, May-pole Dancing, 
Displays, side-shows and sale 
articles made the pupils themselves are 
the main features. Proceeds from this pro- 
ject aided donations from friends and 
well-wishers are used for the estab- 
lishment the Domestic Science and Handi- 
Building and/or furnishings. 

One the school’s immediate needs 
vhich only private funds can supply 
Our pupils take part 
musical performances yearly and our 
Christmas-time musical stage productions 
are the talk the district. But 
piano our own. Music, from Prepara- 
tory Upper grades, considered “must” 
the modern school. Can you help 
obtain piano? 

Need add that such gesture will 
great benefit our children and will evoke 
the deepest thanks and appreciation all. 

Winston Hunter, Head Teacher 
Lady Denham Government School 
Lancaster Village 

East Coast Demerara 
British Guiana, South America 


could come with books, but 
are fresh out pianos. However, think 
Mr. Hunter’s request worthy one, and 
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suggested get touch with BELRA 
(British Leprosy Relief Assn.). have 
not heard had any luck. 

you have old piano around that you 
are not using, why not send Lady Den- 
ham School? THE STAR might able 
arrange transportation.—Ed. 


ENGLAND 


read THE STAR with great interest, 
and pass Magazine Club. 

The more talk people about H.D., the 
more realise what very complicated 
procedure get rid the words 
leprosy and leper. always make great 
point calling sufferers merely 
and their great dislike called lepers, 
and great length explain the many 
reasons for this. 

Several people have said me, “If you 
get rid those words, you get rid the 
desire help.” That very true. 
People almost always like 
“charities”, which another word that 
dislike, because charity not desired. 
unacceptable most us. 

was not asked preach this year 
our church here, but went listen the 
Vicar, who preached very good sermon. 
remembered most what said the 
talk gave the Rotarians here. 

interest H.D. has not slackened one 
iota. wish were younger and could 
more active. 

Dr. Bernard Moiser 
Popleswell, Crewkerne, 
Somerset, England 


Dr. Moiser, 80, retired his native En_- 
land 1956 after years distinguished 
medical and humanitarian service Africa. 
has had lifetime interest 
disease. 

pital Southern Rhodesia, introduced 
new and liberal policies far ahead att 
tudes held most his medical 
that time. The theory contagion 
unacceptable Dr. Moiser. calls 
“ridiculous”, citing the fact that has seen 
many patients who very definitely had 
never been contact with case.—Ed. 


PESCADORES, TAIWAN, FREE CHINA 


me, don’t hurry, I’m going 
without the next issue THE STAR; and 
certainly don’t want miss it. 

Enclosed check for $5.00 for three- 
year subscription. 

Work here goes pretty much per 
usual--a gradual increase patients, in- 
crease confiderice, and increase inter- 
est. 

How often wish Carville were closer. 
THE STAR helps, not only bring 
Carville and its large “family” closer, but 
“families” and workers from all over the 
world, each interested further enlighten- 
further research and application, 
further control Hansen’s disease. 

Greetings the many friends. 

Marjorie Bly, R.N. 
P.O. Box 

Kung, Peng 
Taiwan, Free China 


Miss Bly visited Carville February, 
1958. When she began work the Pesca- 
dores Islands about five years ago, the idea 
back street the town, caused civic shud- 
ders. She and her co-workers are still fight- 
ing superstitution, but their “Special Skin 
Clinic for the Victims Leprosy”, operat- 
ing conjunction with general hospital, 
going concern. 

Says Miss Bly, “Emphasis placed 
some aspects the strategic location 
the clinic: pertains the patient, 
his friends can think simply attending 
out-patient clinic the General Hos- 
pital. the general public, the clinic 
has become centre interest, inquiries 
and referrals, well curiosity and con- 
jecture.”—Ed. 


KOREA 


When saw THE STAR that Dr. Timo- 
thy Rhee stated that only percent his 
734 patients improved Marianum treat- 
ment, showed him his own reports from 
our files: percent improved, percent 
stationary arrested and percent worse. 
are results have seen here, 
course patients are given their choice sul- 
fones Marianum. 

Rev. Joseph Sweeney 
Catholic Leprosy Service 
Maryknoll Fathers 
Korea 


The Catholic Leprosy Service over 
four years old. C.L.S. has set five cen- 
ters key points from which they operate 
mobile clinics. Father Sweeney’s center 
near Seoul, and and his associates are 
doing great work. However, the claims 
Father Sweeney and several Korean phy- 
sicians for the successful treatment Han- 
sen’s disease with Marianum antigen, have 
far know, not been duplicated 
where. 

Marianum antigen received thorough 
tria! Carville where was found 
cusably, Carvil'e has n-ver ‘ssved report 
the 

The antigen must work diffe ently 
Korea, e.g. one physician there, Dr. Eliza- 
beth Oh, reports such near miraculous re- 
sults some patients “regrowth eye- 
brows, bent fingers straightened”, etc., etc. 
sounds good, but can’t buy it.—Ed. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


Your Mail Box 
our Window 


Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, 
Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 
* * * 


Louisiana 
National Bank 


Baton Rouge 
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page (STAR, May-June), the article 
“Air-Conditioning”, etc., the paragraph per- 
taining the air-conditioner the Catho- 
lic chapel: The powerful units were not do- 
nated Mr. Valentine Kane, but paid for 
from the money received from the personnel 
and patients Sundays, when offering 
deposited the Offertory Boxes the 


entrances the chapel, and the amount 
hand was not sufficient, the balance was 
made the generosity the Most 
Reverend Archbishop Joseph Francis Rum- 
mel. 

Father Francis, 


* * * 


Ithink ought bring your attention 
error page your May-June issue 
THE STAR. 

Our address Madison Avenue, not 
“97”. 

Marcella Fox 

Secy. the President 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
Madison Ave. 

New York 16, N.Y. 


Early diagnosis and prompt treatment 
the heart the control program 
Hansen’s disease. Professional groups 
such medical societies, nurses, medi- 
cal and nursing students, etc., are urged 
write to: 

PHS Communicable Disease Center 

P.O. Box 185 
Chamblee, Georgia 
and book the film “Recognition 
Leprosy”. The film available 
charge, except return postage. 

The average patient entering this hos- 
pital has had the disease for five years 
more. Don’t let this happen the 
next fellow! 


UNION 
FEDERAL 
SAVINGS LOAN 


ASSOCIATION 


500 Laurel 
4944 Florida 


Don’t Want 
Everybody’s 


Savings... 


Just YOURS. 


LOUIS 
General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Dry Goods, Hardware, 
Fancy Groceries 


Convenient, Courteous Service 


FROM THE 


The Ball 


carrying the “Report the Sym- 
posium Leprosy Research”, page 
have another first, and are 
bragging bit. This was made possible 
through the splendid cooperation 
Dr. James Ross Innes, London, Medical 
Secretary BELRA (British Leprosy 
Relief Assn.), and Editor LEPROSY 
RELIEF, its quarterly publication. 
fuller account this highly technical, 
and very important scientific meeting 
will appear LEPROSY REVIEW, 
October, 1960, and doubt report 
will also appear the INTERNA- 
TIONAL JOURNAL LEPROSY. 

Dr. Innes himself was 
gram the Symposium for “Critical 
Report Russian Literature Lep- 
rosy” and made only brief mention 
this his report. However, one 
his British medical colleagues, let- 
ter THE STAR, commented, “Dr. 
Innes gave remarkable account 
references leprosy Russian litera- 
ture, and showed his erudition the 
way can sit down and learn lan- 
guage almost overnight. interest- 
ing note that nothing very new came 
out the review Russian literature, 
but was also interest have the 
information that there quite lot 
leprosy work and leprosy research 
being done (THE STAR 
receives several medical journals from 
Russia regularly and some recent issues 
SOVIET MEDICINE carry English 
summaries.) 


More Information Coming 


have obtained information from 
several the scientists receiving NIH 
research grants, page and plan 
run account their particular 
projects our next issue. 


Digging Into Statistics 


The official statistical picture, page 
not exactly discouraging, but 
not encouraging, fact thought 
had overtones the pre-sulfone era. 
One can’t quarrel with cold statistics, 
yet felt “something surely wrong 
requested additional in- 
formation and this does change the pic- 
ture somewhat. 

Several other patients, (three four) 
are probably ready for discharge (they 
have had consecutive 
teriologically negative tests). They 
reached this status after the first 
six months the year, too late for the 
period January June, 1960, but more 


than likely they will pass the Board 
and get the new period, July Decem- 
ber, 1960, off good start. 

the deaths during the fiscal 
year, not one was caused Hansen’s 
disease per se, and only two 
was contributing Six 
deaths were caused cancer; Coronary 
Occlusion, Bronchopneumonia ter- 
minal disease, due Cardiovascular 
Lupus Erythematosis, Chronic 
Cystic Kidneys, and Rheumatic Heart 
Disease, Only one the deceased 
patients was the 40-50 age group. 
There were five deaths the 50-60 
age group, six the 60-70 age group, 
four the 70-80 and two the 80-90 
age groups. Foster said for us, 
whether not you have 
Hansen’s disease. 


Fearful Word 


What there about so-called lepro- 
that makes rational human being 
prefer told that has quickly 
fatal disease than told that 
has leprosy? There nothing about 
the disease per se—the disease that 
called leprosy today—to evoke such 
rather, the name. must 
be, for the disease treatable, arrest- 
able, almost never fatal ailment. The 
name, the other hand, evokes 
the minds most either deep mystery— 
because they know little nothing 
about it—or horror and 
cause their understanding mis- 
taken. This strange commentary 
the age which live. man can 
seriously discuss trip the moon 
without raising doubts 
Yet, that same man would prefer 
know that facing certain death 
than told has certain other 
disease which responds 
The story page graphic exam- 
ple the bad influence fear-ridden 
word. 


Good Samaritan 


The Lykes Brothers Steamship Com- 
pany, New Orleans, would have been 
happy handle the shipment cloth- 
ing from the patients Carville the 
patients Culion, free charge, (page 
16), but Far East Conference Tariff 
would not permit this. The shipping 
charge was considerable, and are in- 
debted His Excellency Archbishop 
Joseph Francis Rummel, the 
Archdiocese New Orleans, 
ing the tab. Carville’s Father Alcuin 
Kammer acted 


1960 


Hansen’s disease was not known 
Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance Zaraath. The unfortu- 
nate notion that Hansen’s 
disease has semantic basis only, the 
word leprosy has been used for many 
different diseases the course time. 
Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any that six 
seven conditions which are defined un- 
der the Hebrew word zaraath had noth- 
ing common with what called 
leprosy today. 


These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scien- 
tific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 


MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are 
available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree 
that any scheme for the control “lep- 
rosy” will depend for its success 
educated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere specifically re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever 
have been attached the disease 
now know those names, for with the 
names have gone all the Biblical mis- 
conceptions contagiousness and fear 
that harass victims the disease 
today. (Modern Concepts Leprosy 


Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles 
Thomas, publisher.) 


Since Biblical associations with the 
disease are major factor the lepra- 
phobia today, change terminolo- 
would contribute saner public 
viewpoint. immediate step ac- 
complishing the disassociation would 
discontinue medical application 
the Old Testament name “leprosy”, 
and identify the Hansen infection 
scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name, name which would enable the 
general public better understand the 
nature the disease and the medical 
advances which have been made 
treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly endemic”. Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area Louisiana) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over, They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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